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           WHAT’S ON IN THE REGION
Fri 7 March - The SKA BEATS and The Roundels

Georgian Theatre, Stockton; 01642 674115
Thurs 13 March – BASSEKOU KOUYATE, Arc,

Stockton (see page 2)
Sat 15 March – top Mali singer-songwiter

SIDI TOURE; Gateshead Old Town Hall
Sat 29 March BATANAI MARIMBA, great stage show
mixing traditional Southern African marimbas and
percussion with alto sax, mbiras, bass and vocal

harmonies Gala Theatre, Durham
Sun 30 March – MAKOOMBA at Sage

Gateshead (see below)
Fri 9 May - West African kora player SECKOU KEITA
and Welsh harpist CATRIN FINCH. Sage Gateshead

Sun 25 May The Grammy award-winning
BLIND BOYS OF ALABAMA, legends of gospel

music.   Sage Gateshead

Trevor Noah comedy show in Newcastle
Don’t miss the first appearance in the region of Trevor Noah, South Africa’s biggest stand-up comedian, who has sold
more DVDs than any comedian in Africa. Tuesday 7th January, Stand Comedy Club, High Bridge, Newcastle at
8.30pm. He grew up in Soweto and, not yet 30, he hosts TV shows and has featured in an award-winning film
“Township to the Stage” If you miss the show, check him out on http://www.trevornoah.com/

Waka Waka Africa North East is an organisation based in the North
East of England celebrating and promoting African music and culture.

www.wakawakaafricanortheast.com
Contact us with details of local events, CVs of artists, and check out

our What’s On section.
E:wakawakaafricanortheast@sky.com

https://twitter.com/WakaWakaAfNE
 “Like” our Facebook site and pass our links to as many as you can.

!
One of the most eagerly-anticipated gigs in some time takes place on Sunday 30 March at the Sage

Gateshead. With their eclectic mix of pan-African styles and Tonga rhythms, Mokoomba have
propelled themselves into the vanguard of fresh new talent emerging from Zimbabwe. Their album
‘Rising Tide’   intrigued and surprised music critics across the globe, and earned themselves

invitations by everyone from WOMAD to Jools Holland, as well as a whole ream of awards.
Tonga rhythms offset with Congolese grooves and dashes of rap, ska and latin, Mokoomba have
been hailed as the most impressive band Zimbabwe has produced in recent memory, while the
electrifying intensity of lead singer Mathias Muzaza has been described as a ‘spinal experience’.

A rollercoaster ride of raw energy & youthful passion.

See page 2 for more top events

Waka Waka Africa North East was pleased to be one of the main
movers behind an event at St Thomas’ Church, Newcastle to

celebrate the life of Nelson Mandela.
A large audience, including the Lord Mayor of Newcastle and Chi Onwurah

MP, heard from veteran ANC activist Archie Sibeko - known during the
struggle as Zola Zembe and imprisoned with Nelson Mandela for his
political and trade union activities as a freedom fighter. Archie is now
retired in our region - contact us if you would like to buy a copy of his

fascinating autobiography “Freedom in our Lifetime”.
Margaret John of the North East of England African Community

Association told of her experiences of South African under apartheid, and
the Crossings Choir provided very moving and powerful songs to go with

the prayers for peace and appreciation of the life of a truly
extraordinary man.



We’ve been pleased to work with these organisations and to enjoy their support

Whether or not you received book tokens for Christmas, here’s
the one you should buy – “We Need New Names” by NoViolet
Bulawayo who became the first black African woman to be
shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize.
“We Need New Names” tells the story of 10 year old Darling and
her friends Stina, Chipo, Godknows, Sbho and Bastard. They all
used to have proper houses in Zimbabwe, with real rooms and
furniture, but now they all live in a shanty called Paradise. They
spend their days stealing guavas, playing games and wondering
how to get the baby out of young Chipo’s stomach. They dream of
escaping to other paradises – America, Dubai, Europe. But if they
do escape, will these new lands bring everything they wish for?

Grammy Award-nominated Bassekou Kouyate appears at the Arc, Stockton on 13th March (£18; box office 01642
525199). His extraordinary musical journey shows him as one of the most innovative and exciting Malian musician
to have emerged in recent years, pushing the boundaries of his ancient musical heritage, He has brought his music
to audiences around the world with his live band Bassekou Kouyate & Ngoni Ba and three internationally acclaimed
albums. It is his daring reworking of his musical heritage that makes him a truly contemporary African musician - a

visionary and a maverick who has completely changed our perception of the ngoni, an ancient instrument.
Debut album Segu Blue was awarded Album of the Year and Kouyate Best African Artist at the BBC 3 World Music
Awards His last album Jama Ko has been celebrated around the world, with the Guardian calling it “defiant, angry
new music from Mali by the world's greatest exponent of the ngoni, the ancient West African lute ... Magnificent.”

KOUYATE’S MUSICAL JOURNEY

We would like to start a regular series of poetry and book
readings. If you would like to take part as reader or

attender, please contact us.

Thirty years ago painter and writer Fred Uhlman donated his
collection of African masks and sculpture to the Hatton Gallery in

Newcastle. Unfortunately the gallery is unable to display the
collection these days, and we are in discussions about ways in

which we might help give them greater exposure.

NoViolet Bulawayo is Elizabeth Zandile Tshele, born in Tsholot-
sho, Zimbabwe, in 1981, now living in the USA. Asked why she
used the name NoViolet, she told the crowd that Violet was her
mother’s name and her pseudonym was crafted as a tribute to
her. As to the meaning of the title of her book, she says that
Zimbabwe as a country needs a new way of thinking, imagining
and seeing its realities.

NEW AUDIENCES FOR UHLMAN COLLECTION ?

For over 25 years, the Jumpin' Hot Club and its founders, Adam Coller-
ton and  Graham"Shippy" Anderson and had a mission to bring the best
of the Country, Blues, Rock n Roll, Reggae/Ska – in fact any kind of
Roots music - to a stage somewhere near you.
The Club first opened in the cellar room of Newcastle's Bridge Hotel in
1985. Today shows are presented at lots of venues - The Cluny, New-
castle; Cluny 2; Caedmon Hall; Live Theatre Studio; Gateshead Central
and Sage Gateshead, working in partnership with many organisations.

Over the years performers have included the likes of The  Abbyssinians,
Toots and the Maytals, Odetta, Horace Andy, Dennis Alcapone and
veteran Malian performer Boubacar Traore.
The Jumpin  Hot Club is still promoting great events. Most of the events
listed below are down to their contacts and their knowledge of what local
audiences want. Check out www.jumpinhot.com/ Waka Waka Africa
North East is pleased to be working with them .

They’ve helped organise and promote
the annual Americana SummerTyne
Festival, held at Sage Gateshead in
July, also programming at Evolution
Festival on the banks of the Tyne.
Most significant of all was the Boss
Sounds Reggae Festival which was
one of the most important of its type
in the UK and has had just about all
the biggest names in Reggae music.

Sat 25 Jan - Reggae stars THE DELEGATORS + DJ’S + Too Spicey.
Cluny, Newcastle
Sat 8 Feb – LADIES OF MIDNIGHT BLUE, Kennedy and Mosamba, reg-
gae DJ Shadow, members of Crossings. Live Theatre Studio, Newcastle
Thurs 20 Feb – ZARA MACFARLANE, soul, blues reggae, jazz star at
Sage Gateshead
Thurs 20 Feb – CORNELL CAMPBELL; Soothsayers at Newcastle Uni-
versity - direct from Jamaica, one of reggae's most distinctive falsetto
voices.
Fri 28 Feb – JERRY DAMMERS (founder of The Specials) – top ska and
reggae DJ set   + Ska'd For Life; Cluny, Newcastle.
Thurs 6 March – KING YELLOWMAN, one of Jamaica’s top reggae stars
+ DILLINGER  Sage Gateshead


