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from Waka Waka Africa North East - Late SUMMER 2014

 WHAT’S ON IN THE REGION
Sun 17 August: CULTURE, top reggae stars, + The

Rasites, at The Cluny, Newcastle
Fri 29 August: YOLANDA BROWN, Customs House,

South Shields
Tues 16 Sept: PANDORA’S BOX, by Spora Stories

theatre company, at Newcastle Arts centre
 Wed 24 Sept: The celebrated LADYSMITH BLACK
MAMBAZO in Inala - A Zulu Ballet, Sage Gateshead
Sun 5 Oct: THE JUNGLE BROTHERS, US hiphop

stars, Hoochie Club, Newcastle
Fri 24 October: THE BEAT, 2-tone ska stars, + The

Style Selektors at The Arc, Stockton
Tues 4 - Sat 8 November AFROVIBES FESTIVAL in

Newcastle, at Live Theatre & Northern Stage
Thurs 6 November: Songlines Magazine annual award
winners concert at Sage Gateshead, with BASSEKOU
KOUYATE, TAMIKREST, Catrin Finch & Seckou Keita
Sat 8 November: THE RESONATORS, 9-piece top dub

reggae band at The Cluny, Newcastle
Sat 22 November: He’s back! KANDA BONGO MAN at

The Sage Gateshead

Waka Waka Africa North East is an organisation based in the North
East of England celebrating and promoting African and Caribbean

music and culture.  www.wakawakaafricanortheast.com
Contact us with details of local events, CVs of artists, and check out

our What’s On section.
E:wakawakaafricanortheast@sky.com

https://twitter.com/WakaWakaAfNE
 “Like” our Facebook site and pass our links to as many as you can.

Why Not a North East African Gospel Choir ?
The North East of England African Community Association, Boss Sounds and Waka Waka Africa North East
presented the London African Gospel Choir at Gateshead Town Hall in June. There was a great turnout -
which led us to think well, why not a North East African Gospel Choir? What with the Tees Valley Afro-
Women’s Creative Group Choir, the Crossings Choir and many more, and with support from Sage Gateshead,
who knows, it may just be do-able? Email wakawakaafricanortheast@skycom if you might be interested.

‘You think England is hard?
Compared to Nigeria? My

dear, you haven’t seen
anything yet!’. On holiday with
her streetwise son in Lagos, a
British-Nigerian mother is in

turmoil. Should she leave her
only child in a strict Nigerian

boarding school, or return him
to the battlefields of inner

London?
A family spanning three

generations and two
continents meets in Lagos for
the first time in over thirty
years. But the joy of reunion

also unleashes
long-suppressed truths. An
exuberant and thought-pro-

voking mix of comedy, tragedy
and family drama, Pandora’s
Box reveals the heartbreak
behind the difficult choices

parents must make – and the
price their children pay.

TOP AFRICAN DRAMA FOR NORTH EAST

THE STORYLINE“PANDORA’S BOX” AT
NEWCASTLE ARTS CENTRE

Following sell-out shows at Arcola Theatre,
London in 2012, the award-winning British-
African family drama comes to Newcastle.
Acclaimed writer Ade Solanke and her

company Spora Stories are taking the play on
tour, and it’s at Newcastle Arts Centre,
Westgate Rd on 16 September. Before the
show there’s a workshop (see far right) and
after the show a short panel discussion on

the issues raised in the play.
Shortlisted for the Nigeria Prize for Literature,

Africa's biggest literary award, this moving
tragi-comedy about families, betrayal, choices

and love is suitable for all the family.
Tickets £12 (£10 concessions). Pay at the
door- you can reserve tickets by emailing

wakawakaafricanortheast.com. Email us for
more details on the workshop too.

THE WORKSHOP - TRAVELLING TRUNK
This is an African-themed, family friendly, drop-in learning
workshop (5.30pm-7pm), offering a wonderful opportunity
for the African community to celebrate its heritage and a
space for multi-cultural, multi-generational participation.
Adults and children will be inspired by objects to create

new stories together. Guided by skilled storytellers, they'll
dive into an imaginative journey by telling stories and sing-
ing songs prompted by a series of objects that appear from

a giant suitcase or trunk - a Pandora's Box of surprises

 “A lively soap opera of family dramas and
bubbling resentments which touch on issues of

identity, heritage, mothering and the mother-
land… Pandora’s Box buzzes with life and the

tensions of real people."–

Kanda Bongo Man is one of the stars of world music,
famous as an exponent of the Congolese soukous style
and as the pioneer of the kwassa kwassa dance rhythm.

His exhilarating performances are fast moving and exciting
combinations of music and dance moves

He’s performed all over the
world - in 2005 at the LIVE 8:
Africa Calling concert. He’s at
Sage Gateshead on 22 No-
vember,  brought to you by

Boss Sounds, NEEACA and
Waka Waka Africa NEThis performance is dedicated to the

memory of Osa Omorogbe - see page 2



On Saturday 28 June, TVA was due to present the WorldFest Gala Night, with performers from Zimbabwe, Sudan and from the British
reggae dub scene fronted by Dennis Bovell. However, after the event was planned the English Defence League decided to march the

town, which started off from, and returned to, a bar directly opposite the Town Hall.
As the day wore on it became clear that there could quite possibly be unwelcome encounters between EDL supporters on one side of
the street and our musicians and audience on the other. The police expressed their concerns for public safety, given the nature of

WorldFest, its aims and the people who would be likely to attend, and the decision was made, at the last minute and with huge regret, to
cancel the event. We offer sincere apologies to anyone who turned up hoping to have a good time with us, only to have to go elsewhere

or to return home.
We hope that we will be able to reschedule the event for a later date, and we hope that we will then be able to recreate some of the

lovely atmosphere of Friday’s Youth and Community Event, and to bring top-line diverse artistes to Teesside.

Rowena Somerville, Director of Tees Valley Arts writes: On Friday 27June, 200 people, of all ages
and from all sorts of different backgrounds and communities gathered in Middlesbrough Town Hall
Crypt, to enjoy music performed by local young people, the Tees Valley Afro-Women’s Creative

Group Choir (as seen live on BBC1), the excellent Teesside Roma Band, and the very cool indeed
producer, songwriter and singer, Don-E. The atmosphere was friendly and harmonious, the talent on

display was absolutely uplifting, and a good time was had by all.

EDL MARCH FORCES CANCELLATION OF TEES VALLEY “WORLDFEST”

Don-E

FAREWELL, OSA

It’s another great line-up for the annual festival, with
Lo’Jo and Catrin Finch & Sekou Keita. Amira Kheir (left)
has been hailed as the Diva of the Desert and is one of

the most popular folk musicians to emerge from Sudan in
the last decade. Amine and Hamza M'raihi (right) are two
Tunisian musician brothers, playing  respectively the oud
and the qanun, the two major instruments of the classical

Arabic music. www.musicport.com

Celebrating 20 years of democracy in South Africa, INALA
presents choral legends Ladysmith Black Mambazo, in a unique
artistic collaboration with award-winning choreographer Mark
Baldwin. Created by a team that includes the talents of current
and former members of the Royal Ballet and Rambert, this
ambitious new production embraces an exhilarating fusion of
South African and Western cultures, (Sage Gateshead, 24 Sept)
Ladysmith Black Mambazo first rose to worldwide prominence
with Paul Simon’s Graceland album. Performing INALA’s original
score, Ladysmith blend the intricate rhythms and infectious
harmonies of their native musical roots with live percussion, piano
and strings. The rich choreography unites Zulu traditions with
classical ballet and contemporary dance, performed by a
company of 18 dancers and singers.
Embracing South Africa’s past, its
present and new hopes for the
future, INALA delivers a spiritually

uplifting and beautiful live
story-telling experience, powered
by a cultural explosion of music, song and dance.

Ladysmith Black Mambazo in Zulu Ballet

WHITBY MUSICPORT FESTIVAL LINE-UP : 17-19 OCTOBER

Osa Omorogbe, one of Tyneside’s most colourful characters, has died at the age of 70. Born in Benin
City, Nigeria, Osa was a playwright, actor, story-teller and dancer who lived in Newcastle from the
1960s. He was a familiar and popular figure about town, always attracting attention whether he worn
traditional robes, colourful dashikis, his trademark cap or a suit with bow tie.
Osa was a prominent member of the African community in the area and one of the founding
members of the Community Relations Council in the late 60s which brought all the new communities
in Tyne and Wear together. He  was creator and artistic director of‘ hakers and Movers’ – set up to
promote understanding and celebration of our cultural diversity through the arts. Osa shared his
African roots and culture through schools workshops, and Shakers and Movers Training presented
drama-based equalities training in the workplace, as well as showcasing local artists from the black
and minority ethnic communities at venues such as Northern Stage, Newcastle Arts Centre and
Dance City. As a writer his plays were performed in the region and at the Edinburgh Fringe.

From  4th-8th November at Live Theatre you can see Mamela, a
moving personal testimony and storytelling, with traditional dances

and songs. It’s a  play developed by Live Theatre and Curious
Monkey which tells the true story of remarkable young S. African
women. Post-show discussion after the Tuesday performance.

AND A BIG THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HAS SUPPORT-
ED THIS PRODUCTION  & ITS ASSOCIATED WORKSHOPS

VIA CROWDFUNDING – SEE THE LAST WAKA WAKA NEWS-
LETTER. More info  in our next newsletter or from @AfrovibesUK

/ www.afrovibesUK.com or www.live.org.uk or www.northernstage.co.uk
Find out about the plays“Rainbow Scars”, Biko’s Quest” “Brothers in

Blood”& “Skierlik”; music from The Soil and the exciting Township Cafe
at N Stage throughout the festival.

2014 Afrovibes Festival marks 20 years
of the new South Africa since the end of
apartheid and the beginning of  democ-

racy. The creativity of award-winning
artists brings us music, theatre, dance,
photography and film, reflecting upon

what it is to be part of 21st century South Africa. The national tour
takes in the North East in November, with great performances in

prospect at Live Theatre and Northern Stage, Newcastle.



We’ve been pleased to work with these organisations and to enjoy their support

Double MOBO award - winning saxo-
phonist Yolanda Brown appears at The
Customs House, South Shields on 29
August. She  is widely regarded as the
emerging ‘voice’ of mainstream jazz in

the  UK. She has toured with
The  Temptations, Errol Brown and

Courtney Pine and collaborated with
artists such as Soweto Kinch and part of

Jools Holland’s  Rhythm & Blues
Orchestra. Her music is a wonderful mix

of jazz, soul and reggae.

“GHANA MUST GO”

The next session of the Book club will take place on Monday September
15 at 6.30 pm at Newcastle City Library, New Bridge Street.

 The book to discuss is 'Ghana Must Go' by Taiye Selasi. It tells the story
of Folasadé Savage, who leaves Lagos for Pennsylvania, where she

meets her Ghanaian husband, Kweku Sai, a brilliant surgeon. Fola gives
up her dream of going to law school in order to raise their four children.

After losing his job, Kweku abandons them all and returns to Ghana; when

Celebrating the contributions of Refugees
“For some people, every week is refugee week,” was how Zrinka

Bralo, Executive Director of the Migrant and Refugee
Communities Forum and winner of the 2011 Voices of Courage
Award*, finished her speech at a dinner in Newcastle to mark

official Refugee Week 2014.

On behalf of Waka Waka and the North of England African
Community Association (NEEACA), Pauline Hughes
Plummer kindly coordinates “Kusoma”, our reading club for
African-Caribbean literature. Pauline says “many thanks to all

a hot July day for our third session of the book club.  It was, as ever, an
enjoyable evening.”

the book opens, the family has
splintered, with no one in regular

communication. The news of Kweku’s
death in Accra brings the five remaining

Sais together for a bittersweet trip to
his homeland.

Copies of the book are available free from the Central Library,Newcastle,
for members of the club or those who would like to join or try it out. Just

ask at the information desk.

 and she recalls her first memories being of “packed rooms, big voices and
laughter”. When she was six years old she moved to Tyneside. The soul
singer now spends more time in London but on August 23 she’s back on

home ground, featuring with All Saints, Gabriella and Texas at Sound-
waves 2014 at Bents Park, South Shields. Lulu is currently busy with her

debut EP which mixes electric, dubstep and tribal beats. Listen to her new
track “Beautiful People” on http://lulujames.com/

Lulu’s Back !
Lulu James was born in Tanzania
at the foot of Kilimanjaro and grew
up around music. Her grandmother

took her to the local village choir

Taiye Selasi

The world music gig of the year!
Songlines Music Awards 2014 Winners' Concert at Sage

Gateshead on Thursday 6th November, 2014. 7.30pm
All four winning artists of Songlines magazine’s annual awards

come together for one great evening. From Mali, the regal Bassekou
Kouyaté and Touareg rockers Tamikrest, from Wales and Senegal
Catrin Finch & Seckou Keita and London’s vibrant Family Atlantica.

It should be a very special show.

Starring at the Cluny, Newcastle on  Sunday 17 August are the great Jamaican roots reggae group
Culture, founded in 1976, and originally known as the African Disciples.

They are critically considered one of the most authentic traditional reggae acts - at the time of the first
Rolling Stone Record Guide publication, they were the only band of any genre whose every recording

received a five-star review. They have over 20 albums to their name. Should be a great night!

CULTURE at the CLUNY !

Zrinka (pictured 4th from
right) was the guest

speaker at a charity dinner
for 200 people, organised

at The CastleGate in
Newcastle by Action

Foundation & Crossings,
two charities that work to

support asylum
seekers and refugees here in the North East. The Crossings

Band and Choir provided the musical entertainment. Chantelle
Howes (far right) is the band’s lead singer and also conducts

and sings with the choir.

As part of Refugee
Week 2014, North East -

based Ethiopian
ceramicist and painter
Fetlework Tesfaye

explored her
experiences as a
refugee and her

reflections on
displacement,

community and hope in
a very well-received
exhibition at the Holy
Biscuit, Newcastle.
Pictured left is the

dramatic centrepiece of
the exhibition “Escape”


