
                     

Fri 19 Sept and Sat 20 Sept: AFRICAN FESTIVAL Time in Sunderland. It’s a case of “out of Africa” and “into the North East” this 

weekend as Sunderland embarks on a celebration of the continent, timed to coincide with the launch of the hit musical, The Li on 

King, which opens at Sunderland Empire this week. Two days packed with entertainment have been put together by Sunderland 

Experience It Here, the city’s Business Improvement District, in and around the Minster on High Street West. The festival wil l kick 

off at 6pm on Friday with a free performance by The Mighty Zulu Nation Warriors followed by a host of musical entertainment and 

Discovery Zoo activities for young people, bringing to life the various animals that live in the world’s rain forests.  

On Saturday 20th a packed programme of entertainment wil l take place throughout the day including the Pearl of Africa Choir (at 

11am), Pan African drummers, fashion shows, Dance Jam and a number of performances by the Zulu warriors. Sunderland 

Football Club’s strong links with Africa will also be evident on the  day, with a speed cage and African-inspired tricks and flicks 

sessions for young people to get involved with. The Minster will also host drumming sessions on Saturday, open to anyone if 

booked in advance, followed by an opportunity to play African games. 

Throughout the weekend there will be a number of stalls selling snacks, African jewellery and African soul food from Agnes Offiong 

and Heavenly Manna, while chefs for SAFC will be giving a range of cookery demonstrations of African style dishes. Anyone 

wanting to book a place on the Discovery Zoo –Rainforest Workshops or the Hilaire Drumming Workshops can do so by emailing 

laura.hartland-adams@bidsunderland.co.uk. Visitors to the festival could also win tickets to see Sunderland AFC by bringing 

unwanted adult boots in good condition to Sunderland Minister on the Saturday in support of Kenyan football team Sunderland 

SAFC Keroche 

And for Disney’s award-winning musical THE LION KING, on its first tour of the UK - an exceptional theatrical event - see it at 

Sunderland Empire from September 18th to November 1st. T ickets 0844 871 3022, http://www.thelionking.co.uk/buy-

tickets/sunderland/ 

Sat 20 Sept – Boss Sounds, Waka Waka and Songs for Sanctuary present HANNABIELL/Ladies of Midnight Blue and guests at 

the Studio, Live Theatre, Newcastle. 

Wed 24 Sept: The celebrated South African LADYSMITH BLACK MAMBAZO in Inala - A Zulu Ballet, Sage Gateshead. Ladysmith 

Black Mambazo is a male choral group from South Africa that sings in the vocal styles of isicathamiya and mbube. They rose to 

worldwide prominence as a result of singing with Paul Simon on his album, Graceland, and have won multiple awards, including 

four Grammy Awards. They were formed by Joseph Shabalala in 1960 and later became one of South Africa's most prolific 

recording artists, with their releases receiving gold and platinum disc honours. The group has now become a mobile academy, 

teaching people about South Africa and its culture. 

Wed 24 Sept: As an introduction to AFROVIBES FESTIVAL there’s a special invitation to you to come and celebrate South African 

Heritage Day in Newcastle at Northern Stage and Live Theatre between 2.30pm and 5pm. See the foot of this email for more 

details. 

Thurs 25 Sept:  BAM!SISTAHOOD! A celebration of 25 years of the Angelou Centre in Newcastle and black feminist activism in 

the North East. Plus the launch of the next phase of the HLF-funded “BAM!Sistahood!” project. And a tribute to the late Maya 

Angelou. With speakers, films, poets and musicians, and international food. Turbinia Hall, Discovery Museum, Newcastle, from 

6pm till 8pm. Book your place via admin@angelou-centre.org.uk 

Sat 27th Sept : “An evening with Justice First” on Saturday 27th September 2014 7.00pm. St Mary’s Centre, 82-90 Corporation 

Road, Middlesbrough, TS1 2RW. Entertainment & buffet supper. Dress: informal. T ickets £15 to include an excellent buffet supp er 

and soft drinks. Bring your own bottle(s)! Headlined by KASAI  MASAI, the traditional sound of the most remote equatorial villages 

with a Urban Twist. The band is a 5 piece outfit, consisting of d'jembe, guitar, saxophone, bass and drum.  Also with African  

Drummer, Burundi dancers, Henwen and more! 
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Sat 27 Sept: CHASTITY BROWN “melds R&B, Soul, Jazz and Roots-Blues into a potent stew” A multi-instrumentalist — guitar, 

piano, banjo, — she writes songs full of detail and character; "Raw gospel-bred folk blues” from Minnesota. Cluny 2 Newcastle 

Sun 5 Oct: THE JUNGLE BROTHERS, US hiphop stars, Hoochie Coochie Club, Newcastle 

Wed 8 Oct: KING AYISOBA + support. Cluny 2, Newcastle. “King Ayisoba from Ghana has the most incredible voice you have 

ever heard, and generates more energy than a nuclear power plant. He has embraced his Kologo, a 2 -string traditional guitar with 

great passion”. http://kingayisobamusic.com/biography/   See his photo at the head of this sheet. 

Thurs 16 October: A TASTE OF AFRICA Celebrating Black History Month in Stockton.  Entertainment includes : traditional 

performances; live African music; African food; fashion show; final of the Stage Star Competition; poetry reading; dancing; 

drumming and much more!  12-2pm Stockton High Street and 6-9pm at The Arc, Stockton. Organised by the excellent Cultures 

CIC. All free! 

Monday 20 October: SIYAYA – popular drum-and-dance troupe from Zimbabwe's second city of Bulawayo but using drums and 

dances from across the continent. Their name translates as 'on the move' and certainly they rarely stand still (both literally and 

metaphorically). Cluny 2, Newcastle 

Fri 24 October: THE BEAT, 2-tone ska stars, + THE STYLE SELEKTORS at The Arc, Stockton   

Sat 25 October – Boss Sounds presents reggae bands DROP and TOO SPICY at Cluny 2, Ouseburn, Newcastle 

Saturday, 29 October 2011: KANDA BONGO MAN, the king of Soukous,  at the Hub, Teesside University, Southfield Road, 

Middlesbrough. As Tees Valley Arts’ contribution to Black History Month.  With DENNIS BOVELL, Reggae Britannia maestro and 

his Dub Reggae Sound System to close out the night, and with SHUROOQ ABU ALNAS and her band bringing you Arabic -

flavoured music from Sudan 

Fri 31 October  Sept – Boss Sounds & Waka Waka present a Halloween Special with HANNABIELL /Ladies of Midnight Blue 

and guests at the Studio, Live Theatre, Newcastle. 

Tues 4 - Sat 8 November AFROVIBES FESTIVAL in Newcastle, at Live Theatre & Northern Stage.  Festival 

http://www.afrovibesuk.com/  coming  to LiveTheatre (http://www.live.org.uk/afrovibes) and NorthernStage 

(http://www.northernstage.co.uk/) 

Thurs 6 November: Songlines Magazine annual award winners concert at Sage Gateshead, with BASSEKOU, KOUYATE, 

TAMIKREST, CATRIN FINCH & SECKOU KEITA 

Sat 8 November: THE RESONATORS, 9-piece top dub reggae band at The Cluny, Newcastle 

Sat 22 November: KANDA BONGO MAN at Sage Gateshead, with support from the Crossings Band. “If Kanda Bongo Man 

doesn’t make you want to dance, call an ambulance – you’re dead!”  

 =========================================================================================== 

Heritage Day, 24thSeptember, is a public holiday in South Africa devoted to celebrating the diversity of their vibrant nation. On this 

day the local Afrovibes Festival team  invite you to a free showing of short film trailers about their exciting Festival and the award 

winning plays and performers touring here with us in November. We also welcome you to have a guided tour of both theatres and  

complimentary refreshments in the Bistro at Northern Stage. There’s opportunities  to get involved with Afrovibes Festival such as 

attending festival events, taking part in free workshops by South African artists in festival programme, or in advance as par t of 

Black History Month in activities such as craft workshops to help decorate the Township Cafe by creating a community banner to 

express your own diverse culture.  Heritage Day Introduction to Involvement in Afrovibes Festival Wednesday 24 September  

2.30pm-5pm (2.30pm-3.30pm Northern StageTour of the Theatre, short films of the acts within the festival, refreshments) followed 

by 3.30pm-4pm  Travel between venues 4pm-5pm  Live Theatre Tour of the Theatre, discussion about workshops and community 

involvement, plans to decorate the Township Cafe and Q&A. To rsvp please email roxana@live.org.uk  You are welcome to bring a 

guest to this event and if you have any further questions about the event or Afrovibes Festival please get in touch with Roxa na. 
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