
Newsletter
from Waka Waka Africa North East - SPRING 2015

           WHAT’S ON IN THE REGION
19-21 March: NEWCASTLE POETRY FESTIVAL

Fri 27 March (Alnwick Playhouse) and Arc, Stockton
(Sat 28 March): soul star RUBY TURNER

Wed 1 April  YAMI BOLO & the Yam Euphony Band,
Cluny, Newcastle

Sat 18 April: RISE KAGONA and the JIT JIVE BAND
Dynamix Skate Park, Gateshead

Sat 2 May: COURTNEY PINE at Alnwick Playhouse
Tues 5 May: KUSOMA Book Club, Newcastle Library

Thurs 7 May MAX ROMEO, Cluny, Newcastle
Thurs 7 and 8 Fri May JOCELYN BROWN, great soul

singer, at Hoochie Coochie Club, Newcastle
Fri 22 May - Mon 25th: Harambee Pasadia North East

the third AFROBEATS Music & Camping Festival
Fri 29 May: Catch 22 Comedy Night at Arc, Stockton -

features NATHAN CATON
Fri 12 June YORUBA WOMEN CHOIR at Gala Durham

and later in the year ..... for your diary
Sat 1 August: IGBO CULTURAL DAY Newcastle

Fri 16 Oct: A TASTE OF AFRICA - Cultures event in
Middlesbrough - traditional performances, African

food, fashion
Sat 24 October: BENJAMIN ZEPHANIAH

Waka Waka Africa North East is an organisation based in the North
East of England celebrating and promoting African and Caribbean

music and culture.  www.wakawakaafricanortheast.com
Contact us with details of local events, CVs of artists, and check out

our What’s On section.
E:wakawakaafricanortheast@sky.com

https://twitter.com/WakaWakaAfNE
 “Like” our Facebook site and pass our links to as many as you can.

FORMER BHUNDU BOY RISE
KAGONA AND THE JIT JIVE BAND

IN GATESHEAD ON 18 APRIL !

Focus on
Literature

Benjamin Zephaniah (right) will headline our Black History Month event on
African-Caribbean literature on Saturday 24 October - more details later but

put the date in your  diary! Zephaniah is the son of a Barbadian postman and a
Jamaican nurse. He writes that his poetry is strongly influenced by the music

and poetry of Jamaica and what he calls "street politics". He says that his mis-
sion is to fight the dead image of poetry in academia, and to "take [it] every-
where" to people who do not read books, so he turned poetry readings into

concert-like performances. One of his celebrated publications “We Are Britain!”
(2002) is a collection of poems celebrating cultural diversity in Britain.

Jamaican-born poet Kei Miller (left) is one of the main attractions in this year's
Newcastle Poetry Festival, 19-21 March at Northern Stage, Newcastle. He writes
across a range of genres:   novels, books of short stories, essays and poetry. See

http://www.newcastlepoetryfestival.co.uk

http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bhundu-boy-rise-kagona-the-jit-jive-band-tickets-15519056917

We’re working with the 4Cs, the North East Zimbabwean community and
Dynamix to put on Rise Kagona, one of the originals from the great
Bhundu Boys at the skate park in Albany Rd, Gateshead on 18th April -

with afternoon workshops too. Don’t miss it! - all welcome.

Would you like to join us to discover and enjoy the world of African and Caribbean literature? Kusoma
(“read” in Swahili) is the Waka Waka African-Caribbean literature reading club which for the past year has
been meeting at Newcastle City Library, in conjunction with the North East of England African Community

Association (NEEACA). The Club is run for us by locally-based author and lecturer Pauline Hughes Plum-
mer who has a special interest in African-Caribbean authors and works. See over for information about

Pauline, to whom we’re most grateful.
The next meeting of the Club is 5 May to discuss The Hairdresser of Harare by Tendai Hucho (right) - this
tale of rivalry between two hairdressers in contemporary Zimbabwe is an entertaining comedy of manners

and class, an education in the shocking ruination of Zimbabwe by the Mugabe regime, and a reminder of the
visceral intensity of homophobia in some cultures. Just call into the library and pick up a copy of the book -

and we’ll see you at 6.30pm on 5th May !

one of few West Indian-
English comedians to

have successfully broken
into the comedy circuit,

appears at Arc, Stockton
on Friday 29 May

Nathan Caton



We’ve been pleased to work with these organisations and to enjoy their support

Pauline Hughes Plummer was born in Liverpool but has lived in the North East since 1982. She has had
several collections of poetry published and two pamphlets that were collaborations with an artist based on
journeys in West Africa. The poems toured galleries across the UK. She tutors creative writing and has
also run projects at university in Sierra Leone + given workshops in schools, prisons, adult education and
for the elderly. She has been a writer in residence at Woodhorn Colliery Museum and Poet Laureate of
Middlesbrough. She has read her poems on Tyne Tees TV and BBC Radio 4, also Poetry Ireland, The
Sage, Troubadour Cafe and many other venues. She is an editor with Mudfog Press. She describes her
latest collection Dancing With a Stranger as “stories with strong cross-cultural themes written in
engaging prose about people and how they love and live wherever they find themselves.” Pauline is an
experienced tutor and editor. She has worked with all age groups from Primary up to elderly and is availa-
ble for workshops. Contact her by email at pauline.sonnet@blueyonder.co.uk- see

Hannabiell & Yilis present: Harambee Pasadia North East
3nd Annual AfroBeats Music & Camping Festival - Friday
May 22, 5pm – Monday May 25 12pm., County Durham.

Harambee Pasadia is a 4-day family camping extravaganza
in celebration of diverse cultures, foods, music, artists, and

fusions of the African diaspora.
“We’re committed to engage festival attendees through a

wide range of arts, including live music and dance
representing the diversity of styles and cultural influences”
http://www.creativevisionsandrhythms.com/harambee-pasadia-ne.html
 A weekend full of cultural and educational experiences for
the whole family, which brings together local and national

musicians, dancers, wellbeing experts, cultural
practitioners, and food vendors to create an atmosphere
that celebrates the African Diaspora in the North East.

and the Yam Euphony Band at
Cluny, Newcastle on Wednesday

1st April. Kingston based Bolo
has been recording and  perform-
ing "Jah-centered" cultural reggae

since the 1980s.

Boss Sounds presents MAX ROMEO and band
from Jamaica and Dojo at Cluny, Newcastle on

Thursday 7th May at Cluny, Newcastle. The reg-
gae singer legend celebrated his 70th birthday

and his 50th year in the music business in 2014.
He figured in the roots revolution of the 1970s

Profile: Pauline Hughes Plummer

Courtney Pine presents Song (the ballad book) at Alnwick
Playhouse on Saturday 2nd May. One of the first black British jazz
artists to make a serious mark on the jazz scene, Courtney Pine
continues to break new ground with a string of highly acclaimed

recordings and numerous prestigious Industry awards. In April 2014
he joined Herbie Hancock and a dazzling line-up of Jazz all-stars for
UNESCO’S  globally televised concert in Osaka to celebrate Interna-
tional Jazz Day and he regularly appears on the list of Most Influen-

tial Black Britons.
Now with his latest project. his 16th

studio album to date, he plans to strip
everything right back for the most inti-
mate shows of his long and celebrat-

ed career as he takes to the stage
playing bass clarinet accompanied

only by fellow Mercury nominee and
MOBO Award winning Pianist,Zoe

Rahman.

Celebrating the African
diaspora in the North East

Ruby Turner Alnwick Playhouse on 27
March  and Arc Stockton on 28th

Ruby Turner was born in Jamaica and
grew up in Montego Bay.  Four albums
and a "Best of" compilation album have

been released to critical acclaim  making
Ruby a household name.

YAMI BOLO

Nigeria’s Yoruba Women Choir is
one of the world’s greatest choirs.

The soulful harmonies of the 10 sing-
ers and the infectious rhythms of the
7-piece band are combined to create

an uplifting musical experience.
They’ll be appearing at Gala Theatre,

Durham on Friday 12 June.


