
Waka Waka Africa North East is an organisation based in the North
East of England celebrating and promoting African and Caribbean

music and culture.  www.wakawakaafricanortheast.com
Contact us with details of local events, CVs of artists, and check out

our What’s On section.
E:wakawakaafricanortheast@sky.com

https://twitter.com/WakaWakaAfNE
 “Like” our Facebook site and pass our links to as many as you can.

from Waka Waka Africa North East - AUTUMN 2015

WHAT’S ON IN THE REGION
Sun 13 Sept: OSILIGI MAASAI WARRIORS,

Maltings, Berwick - see over
Tues 15 Sept: KUSOMA BOOK CLUB, - see p 3

Tues 22 Sept: DOC BROWN at Stand Comedy Club,
Newcaste - see over

Fri 25 Sept: RAINBOW GIRLS, Live Theatre,
Newcastle - see over

Sat 26 Sept: “ABDUL & HAMZA”, Berwick - see over
Sun 27 Sept: NAMVULA, Gateshead - see over

Thurs 9 Nov: “NINE LIVES”, Arc Stockton - see over
6/7/9 Nov: “THE BOGUS WOMAN” - Berwick,

Newcastle and South Shields - see over
Tues 3 & Wed 4 Nov: SELINA THOMPSON – “Dark &

Lovely”, Northern Stage, Newcastle: see over
Fri 20 and Sat 21 Nov: “SHE CALLED ME MOTHER”,

Queen’s Hall, Hexham - see below

A new work by Pitch Lake Productions founded by actress Cathy Tyson
tours the UK during autumn. “She Called Me Mother” is the second

production from the consortium dedicated to touring inventive BAME (black
and minority ethnic) theatre.  The play invites the audience into the life of

Evangeline Gardner, played by Cathy – a homeless, 70-year-old
African-Caribbean woman, who finds herself living on the streets.

Cathy is a BAFTA and Golden Globe-nominated actress who joined the
RSC in 1984, and achieved widespread renown for her role in the film Mona

Lisa alongside Bob Hoskins in 1986 and for the ITV series Band of Gold.
Don’t miss this play at Queen’s Hall, Hexham on 20 and 21 November

http://www.queenshall.co.uk/events/she-called-me-mother

The wonderful Benjamin Zephaniah headlines our main Black History Month
event in Middlesbrough on Saturday 24 October, in a terrific double bill with
reggae legend Dennis Bovell and his Dub band - and it’s free!
The “Words n Dub” event will be in the Terrace Bar in the Teesside University
Students’ Union Building, doors open 7.30pm. Many thanks to the University for
their sponsorship of this event, created by Maurice Dezou for Waka Waka.
Benjamin Zephaniah is the son of a Barbadian postman and a Jamaican nurse
and one of the most recognised, best-loved and exiting poets in Britain. On his
website he describes himself as  “poet, writer, lyricist, musician and trouble maker”.
He writes that his poetry is strongly influenced by the music and poetry of Jamaica
and what he calls "street politics". He says that his mission is to fight the dead
image of poetry in academia, and to "take [it] everywhere" to people who do not
read books, so he turns poetry readings into concert-like performances.

Dennis Bovell is a reggae guitarist/singer and
record producer. He was a member of the British
reggae band Matumbi, and released dub-reggae
records under his own name as well as the
pseudonym Blackbeard.
He is also widely known for his long-term
collaborations with  poet Linton Kwesi Johnson.

The Students Union building is accessible off Linthorpe Rd/Southfield Rd - see
http://www.tees.ac.uk/docs/docrepo/about/CampusMap.pdf

The story of PAUL ROBESON, who was famed as a singer and
actor but persecuted for his radical politics and civil-rights cam-
paigning, comes to Newcastle’s Alphabetti Theatre from 7-10
October, appropriately during Black History Month.
Call Mr. Robeson is a 90 minute one man show featuring live
music performed by Tayo Aluko about Robeson’s remarkable
and eventful life, highlighting his pioneering and heroic political
activism. It features much fiery oratory and some of his famous
songs, including a dramatic rendition of the iconic Ol’ Man River.
http://www.alphabettitheatre.co.uk/whats-on/24-whats-on-
articles/139-call-mr-robeson

CALL MR ROBESON

“Tayo Aluko does a fine job in
evoking Robeson’s dynamic

presence and in reminding us of the
inhospitable attitude to dissent in
the land of the free” The Guardian

Thurs 1: GRANDMASTER FLASH Newcastle
O2  Academy

Wed 7: BARRENCE WHIFIELD Cluny, Newcastle
Wed 7 - Sat 10:  “CALL MR ROBESON” - see below
Fri 9 Oct: JOE DRISCOLL & SEKOU KOUYATE,

Hoochie Cooche Club, Newcastle
Sat 10: JERRY DAMMERS Ska and reggae

DJ set, Cluny, Newcastle
Sat 10: A TASTE OF AFRICA - Middlesbrough;

performances, African food, fashion, free - see over
Fri 16: THE KORA BAND, Newcastle Jazz Academy
Sun 18: AHMED DICKINSON TRIO, Sage Gateshead
Sat 24:  BENJAMIN ZEPHANIAH + DENNIS BOVELL

Middlesbrough - see left
Sat 24: MICA PARIS - Arc Stockton - see over

Sun 25: SECKOU KEITA, Sage Gateshead - see over
Thurs 29: film “SELMA”, Queen’s Hall, Hexham

OCTOBER: BLACK HISTORY MONTH



We’ve been pleased to work with these organisations and to enjoy their support

Pauline Hughes Plummer was born in Liverpool but has lived in the North East since 1982. She has had
several collections of poetry published and two pamphlets that were collaborations with an artist based on
journeys in West Africa. The poems toured galleries across the UK. She tutors creative writing and has
also run projects at university in Sierra Leone + given workshops in schools, prisons, adult education and
for the elderly. She has been a writer in residence at Woodhorn Colliery Museum and Poet Laureate of
Middlesbrough. She has read her poems on Tyne Tees TV and BBC Radio 4, also Poetry Ireland, The
Sage, Troubadour Cafe and many other venues. She is an editor with Mudfog Press. She describes her
latest collection Dancing With a Stranger as “stories with strong cross-cultural themes written in
engaging prose about people and how they love and live wherever they find themselves.” Pauline is an
experienced tutor and editor. She has worked with all age groups from Primary up to elderly and is availa-
ble for workshops. Contact her by email at pauline.sonnet@blueyonder.co.uk- see

Hannabiell & Yilis present: Harambee Pasadia North East
3nd Annual AfroBeats Music & Camping Festival - Friday
May 22, 5pm – Monday May 25 12pm., County Durham.

Harambee Pasadia is a 4-day family camping extravaganza
in celebration of diverse cultures, foods, music, artists, and

fusions of the African diaspora.
“We’re committed to engage festival attendees through a

wide range of arts, including live music and dance
representing the diversity of styles and cultural influences”
http://www.creativevisionsandrhythms.com/harambee-pasadia-ne.html
A weekend full of cultural and educational experiences for
the whole family, which brings together local and national

musicians, dancers, wellbeing experts, cultural
practitioners, and food vendors to create an atmosphere
that celebrates the African Diaspora in the North East.

and the Yam Euphony Band at
Cluny, Newcastle on Wednesday

1st April. Kingston based Bolo
has been recording and perform-
ing "Jah-centered" cultural reggae

since the 1980s.

Boss Sounds presents MAX ROMEO and band
from Jamaica and Dojo at Cluny, Newcastle on

Thursday 7th May at Cluny, Newcastle. The reg-
gae singer legend celebrated his 70th birthday

and his 50th year in the music business in 2014.
He figured in the roots revolution of the 1970s

Profile: Pauline Hughes Plummer

Courtney Pine presents Song (the ballad book) at Alnwick
Playhouse on Saturday 2nd May. One of the first black British jazz
artists to make a serious mark on the jazz scene, Courtney Pine
continues to break new ground with a string of highly acclaimed

recordings and numerous prestigious Industry awards. In April 2014
he joined Herbie Hancock and a dazzling line-up of Jazz all-stars for
UNESCO’S globally televised concert in Osaka to celebrate Interna-
tional Jazz Day and he regularly appears on the list of Most Influen-

tial Black Britons.
Now with his latest project. his 16th

studio album to date, he plans to strip
everything right back for the most inti-
mate shows of his long and celebrat-

ed career as he takes to the stage
playing bass clarinet accompanied

only by fellow Mercury nominee and
MOBO Award winning Pianist,Zoe

Rahman.

Celebrating the African
diaspora in the North East

Ruby Turner Alnwick Playhouse on 27
March and Arc Stockton on 28th

Ruby Turner was born in Jamaica and
grew up in Montego Bay. Four albums
and a "Best of" compilation album have

been released to critical acclaim making
Ruby a household name.

YAMI BOLO

Nigeria’s Yoruba Women Choir is
one of the world’s greatest choirs.

The soulful harmonies of the 10 sing-
ers and the infectious rhythms of the
7-piece band are combined to create

an uplifting musical experience.
They’ll be appearing at Gala Theatre,

Durham on Friday 12 June.

Selina Thompson has been exploring black hair, its connotations, its
history and what it is being black, British and female in the UK today.
“Dark & Lovely” is a performance from inside the Tumbleweave; a
home for hair built from abandoned weaves and extensions.

The Osiligi Maasai Warriors are a seven-piece group from
Kenya who perform authentic and exciting tribal song and
dance as well as their famed Maasai jumping.  They have

performed at schools, churches and theatres throughout the
UK with great success over a number of years and visit The
Maltings Theatre, Berwick on 13 September. The show
includes audience participation plus a question and answer

session on the lives of the Maasai.

I come from a musical place
Where they shoot me for my song
And my brother has been tortured
By my brother in my land.

I come from a beautiful place
Where they hate my shade of skin
They don’t like the way I pray
And they ban free poetry.

I come from a beautiful place
Where girls cannot go to school
There you are told what to believe
And even young boys must grow
beards.

I come from a great old forest
I think it is now a field
And the people I once knew
Are not there now.

We can all be refugees
Nobody is safe,
All it takes is a mad leader
Or no rain to bring forth food,
We can all be refugees
We can all be told to go,
We can be hated by someone
For being someone.

I come from a beautiful place
Where the valley floods each year
And each year the hurricane tells us
That we must keep moving on.

I come from an ancient place
All my family were born there
And I would like to go there
But I really want to live.

I come from a sunny, sandy place
Where tourists go to darken skin
And dealers like to sell guns there
I just can’t tell you what’s the price.

I am told I have no country now
I am told I am a lie
I am told that modern history books
May forget my name.

We can all be refugees
Sometimes it only takes a day,
Sometimes it only takes a handshake
Or a paper that is signed.
We all came from refugees
Nobody simply just appeared,
Nobody’s here without a struggle,
And why should we live in fear
Of the weather or the troubles?
We all came here from somewhere.

THE BOGUS WOMAN
An African woman arrives in a strange
country fleeing for her life, seeking
safety and asylum. Despite having

committed no crime she is indefinitely
confined, interrogated, humiliated and
abused.  She witnesses the cruelty of

the authorities and their casual
disregard for human rights.

This strange country is England.
Krissi Bohn (Coronation Street)

performs this powerful, poetic and
heart-wrenching play – bringing to life
50 sharply etched characters who tell

the  experiences of this young woman.

Maltings Berwick Fri November 6
Live Theatre, Newcastle  Sat Nov 7

Customs House, S Shields, Mon Nov 9

Fleeing from his home in Zimbabwe where homophobia threatens his
life, Ishmael has sought sanctuary in the UK. He waits to hear his
fate, and for a new life to begin amongst strangers…can he find a
place to call home again? Nine Lives threads together humour and
humanity to tell the real personal story behind asylum headlines. Arc,
Stockton 19 November, presented by Leeds Studio in association
with West Yorkshire Playhouse. Written by Zodwa Nyoni,
performed by Lladel Bryant
Some of us wanted to stop being afraid.
Some of us wanted to find ourselves.
Some of us wanted to belong.

http://arconline.co.uk/whats-on/drama-and-spoken-word/nine-lives

WE REFUGEES by Benjamin Zephaniah

A true master of the kora –
the 22 stringed West

African harp – Seckou
Keita, from  Senegal, was
a childhood prodigy, born

of a line of griots and kings.
Sage Gateshead 25th October, with

free pre-concert talk at 7pm

RAINBOW GIRLS are a group of  female
musicians from California who write and

perform original material with roots in folk,
americana, gypsy, funk, soul, and rock
n'roll. Live Theatre, Newcastle 25 Sept

MICA PARIS appears at Arc, Stockton on
24 October. Spanning a career over three
decades, Mica is revered by many as
possibly the greatest ever soul-gospel

voice from outside the United States

Appearing in Newcastle on October 16, the Kora Band integrates the entrancing timbre of the
kora, the traditional West African harp, into a jazz context, bringing together two musical traditions

to create a totally unique sound for the 21st century.
The band performs Andrew Oliver’s original music including, on this tour, tracks drawn from their

latest recording New Cities, plus traditional repertoire drawn from across West Africa.
Jazz Café, Pink Lane, Newcastle tel 0191 222 9882

Northern Stage Nov 3 & 4 Abdul & Hamza – film, Berwick Maltings 26 Sept:
Armed with GPS and trailed by two sound designers,
two Somali immigrants are planning their escape
across the Serbian-Romanian border.
http://www.maltingsberwick.co.uk/events/cinema/2919

Brother of novelist Zadie Smith,  Ben Bailey
Smith, better known by his stage name Doc
Brown, is an English rapper, actor (Law& Order
on TV), screenwriter and voiceover artist, but
making it big now on the comedy circuit. Doc
brings his new show The Weird Way Round to
Stand Comedy Club, Newcastle, 22 September.

Appearing at Gateshead Town Hall on 27 Sept, Namvula
is a singer, songwriter, photographer, and Co-Founding
Director of Film Africa, London’s largest celebration of
African cinema and culture.  Fusing the folk and urban
traditions of her Zambian homeland with her Scottish roots,
Namvula blends African sounds and rhythms with Latin,
jazz and folk into uplifting and emotive songs.
Africa meets beatbox & rapping; modern meets traditional. That’s Joe Driscoll and
Sekou Kouyate & their band.   Hoochie Coochie Club, Newcastle, Friday 9 October.

TASTE OF AFRICA 2015 will be held at Olympia, Teesside
University in Middlesbrough on 10th October 6pm-10pm
It’s a free event and features performances from the Mighty
Zulu Nation (right), Stockton's very
own Idance4me dance troupe and
singer Trishlaa, as well as poetry
reading, fashion show, awards
ceremony, delicious African food
and much more.



There was a diversity to this year’s Journal Regional Culture Awards that perhaps we haven’t seen before - except of course for
Hannabiell Saunders two years ago!

This time round we were pleased to see:
Visual Artist of the Year award WINNER: Magdalene Odundo

Performing Artist of the Year WINNER: Nadine Shah
Performance of the Year WINNER: Mamela

                              Best Event WINNER: Great North Passion (also shortlisted for Arts Council Award)

MAGDALENE ODUNDO grew up and studied in
India and Kenya, but moved to England in 1971 to
complete courses in Fine Art and Graphic Design.
She is known as one of Britain’s leading artists
working in ceramics, but in recent years she has
explored the potential of glass within her artistic

practice, culminating with the installation Transition
II, which was shown, for the first time, at National

Glass Centre, Sunderland.

Transition II, made of one thousand glass pieces,
aspired to make work that recognises human

endeavor and instinct for its survival. It acknowledg-
es the importance of writing a human history through

making cultural objects, sharing of ideas and skills
and, simply celebrating the pleasure of making art.

MAMELA (meaning ‘listen’ in isiXhosa) was a
passionate and inspirational piece of verbatim
theatre telling the true stories of young women
from the Eastern Cape of South Africa. It was

presented at Live Theatre, Newcastle by
Curious Monkey theatre company, as part of
Afrovibes Festival in 2014, marking the 20th
anniversary of democracy in South Africa.

Using dialogue direct from interviews, the production powerfully told of the
experiences, opinions and aspirations of the female participants, some born at the

end of the Apartheid era and others representing the ‘Born Free’ generation of
democratic South Africa.Their stories mixed moving personal testimonies about their
lives, reflections on religion, politics and men, culminating in the ultimately uplifting
dreams for both themselves and their country. The project was a truly international
collaboration between artists from the UK and South Africa fusing new writing with

traditional African song and dance, and the resulting performance was lived up to it.

Pauline Plummer Hughes runs Kusoma , our Waka Waka African-Caribbean book club in  conjunction
with NEEACA at Newcastle City Library. The book for the next session on  September 15 is 'Crossing
the River' -  a historical novel by British/Caribbean author Caryl Phillips. The Village Voice calls it  "a

fearless reimagining of the geography and meaning of the African diaspora."
All welcome - you just need to go in and ask at the information desk for a copy from the set for the  Ku-
soma African book club (the name of the librarian supporting us is Barbara Bravey) The book for No-
vember 10th is 'Dust' by Yvonne Adhiambo Owuor (Kenyan novelist); then on January 12   'All Our

Names'  by Ethiopian writer Dinaw Mengestu.

JOIN OUR
BOOK CLUB !

Whitburn-born NADINE SHAH
not only won the award for best
Performing Artist but was head-
line act at the awards show - her

set at Glastonbury and her
acclaimed second album Fast

Food were highlights of the year

It took place in Bents Park, South Shields over the Easter weekend of 2014, a
major collaboration between a wide range of North East cultural organisations and

the BBC. It told the Easter Passion story through a unique combination of live
performance, music, poetry, visual arts and dance in a spectacular pop-up
‘cathedral’ made of shipping containers. The live event attracted an audience of
3,500 people and it was broadcast live on BBC1 to an audience of 1.3 million

people nationally in one of the BBC’s largest outdoor broadcasts of 2014.
Musician and  specialist  refugee  arts  worker at Tees Valley Arts, Maurice Dezou  of

Waka Waka Africa North East, worked with a group of women from Teesside of African
origin to create and perform a new hymn as one of the 12 stations of the cross projects.

The GREAT NORTH PASSION was a landmark arts and cultural event which shone a light on the talent and spirit of the North East, and
created a national platform for its communities to tell their stories.

Musicport Festival is UK's biggest indoor World Music Festival. Located in Whitby, North Yorkshire it runs this year from
16-18 October with dozens of international stars including Afrikan Boy and Transglobal Underground

http://www.musicportfestival.com/festival-info/2015.html

SUCCESS IN THE JOURNAL CULTURE AWARDS



Igbos trace their ancestry to the south eastern states of Nigeria and have a strong sense of ethnic
identity and cultural heritage.  Renowned Igbos include Africa’s greatest novelist the late Chinua
Achebe (“Things Fall Apart”), actor Chiwetel Ejifor (“Twelve Years A Slave”) and writer Chima-

manda Ngozi Adichie (“Half of a Yellow Sun”). Across Igbo-land and among the Igbos of Eastern
Nigeria who live in the diaspora, the month of August is known for the celebration of the New

Yam Harvest also known as Iwa ji.

At the beginning of August in Gateshead, the Igbo Community in the North East celebrated their 5th annual Cultural
Day and New Yam Festival, organised by Ndi-Igbo North East England (NINEE). The colourful occasion was en-

riched by Igbo Men’s Drumming, Ofu Obi Women’s Dance; NINEE Youth Dance and a drama sketch depicting Igbo
traditional marriage rites.

Thanks to Kelechie Dibie for these photos.

IGBO COMMUNITY CELEBRATEs

LIONS LEAVE SUNDERLAND WITH A ROAR…
A group of African performers who made Sunderland their home for four months in the first half of this year bid the city a fond farewell with one
final show. The Lions of Zululand were based in Sunderland while travelling around the UK to bring a taste of Zulu music and dance to schools.
The performers – who are all from remote villages in South Africa – have been in huge demand across the country to carry out one day
workshops with young people and provide them with an insight into Zulu culture. But before they returned home the Lions gave a final show in
Sunderland’s Market Square on July 23.

The Lions have always had a strong relationship with the North East since the group first
started coming to the UK more than a decade ago. Booking for their performances are made

through Gateshead-based Ginger Music Company, headed up by Christine Dowling, who
found them a house in Sunderland to use as a base during their stay. “We have really

enjoyed Sunderland and the North East,” said Mdu Mkize, founder of the group. “The people
are so friendly and everyone has had a fantastic time in the city.”

ArtsConnect is a social enterprise, Community Interest Company
based in South Shields dedicated to supporting artists, both emerging

as well as established, to reach new heights by creating accessible
platforms for their work.  “Equally, we are passionate about bringing
diverse, bold and thought inspiring art to the people from everyday

walks of life” says founder Padma Rao – writer and formerly diversity
officers at Arts Council North East. ArtsConnect works with artists,
writers and crafts makers both within and outside UK to create net-
works that have social and cultural impacts, and runs the gallery
Makaan in South Shields. See http://www.artsconnect.org.uk/home

MAURICE DEZOU ON THE TEES VALLEY ARTS “MUSICMIX” PROGRAMME
“I’m delighted to say that we are now running the third MusicMix project – working with young people of diverse origin, helping them learn
about and enhance their own musical skills and talents. As always, the young people are enthusiastic to be part of MusicMix, which offers
them a great learning opportunity in a relaxed and enjoyable way, so that it is centred on their own tastes and types of music. MusicMix
also offers them the chance to meet up with some music industry professionals, so they learn more about the process of music-making –

and we’re very proud of Shamiso Gundu, a Musicmix participant, who is now studying Music Technology at college.
 We’ve been able to set up a new studio at the new TVA premises and our grant from the Youth Music Foundation has allowed us to

continue to contract Gabriel Mulangu as Assistant Music leader !”
The MusicMix project has worked with young people including asylum seekers and refugees
from Middlesbrough and Stockton on Tees. Musicmix aimed to work with 25 young people of
diverse origin, to help them improve their music making skills. The young people get the
chance to perform in public : in the past at WorldFest Youth Event, Middlesbrough College
Challenge event and performing on Community Voice Radio CVFM. The core group has

always included young people from varied backgrounds: African, Iranian, white British, Asian.
All these young people come from either Middlesbrough or Stockton.

Maurice has also led on other TVA projects such as Wider World – the Tees Valley Arts programme of work with people newly arrived in
the UK. This included The Great North Passion, mentioned on another page of this newsletter. Maurice says: “When the BBC approached
us about the possibility of our being part of the GNP, I was already helping the Tees Valley Afro-Women’s Creative Group, and I knew that
their aims included helping their peers settle here, to provide guidance and support to them, and to help their own creativity to flourish. I
wrote the song ‘Stranger’, following lots of discussion about the African tradition of welcome and hospitality, and I incorporated lyrics in
English, Arabic and Swahili. It was great to see how they rose to the challenge of performing live, and live on TV! “
Maurice is involved in many other projects as mentor/tutor/curator/performer - see http://www.makoura.com/ http://www.makoura.com/african-arts/


