
Waka Waka Africa North East is an organisation based in the North
East of England celebrating and promoting African and Caribbean

music and culture.  www.wakawakaafricanortheast.com
Contact us with details of local events, CVs of artists, and check out

our What’s On section.
        E:wakawakaafricanortheast@sky.com

https://twitter.com/WakaWakaAfNE WHAT’S ON IN THE REGION
Sat 11 June: Mbongwana Star and  Estère (see

below) at Sage Gateshead

Tues 14 June: African Night at Arc Stockton - a
range of African cuisine from Cafe Nobia plus

Nigerian musicians.

Sat 18 June: Jackson Reed and Robert Maseko -
Doc Browns, Middlesbrough

(see over for other dates around the region)

Tues 21 June: The great George Benson at Sage
Gateshead

Sat 9 July: “Black is the Color of my Voice” at
The Customs House, South Shields (see below)

Fri 22 July - Sun 24 July: “Summertyne
Americana Festival” at Sage Gateshead, with

Yola Carter (see over)

Fri 9 September: Toots and the Maytals at
Stephenson Boilershop, Newcastle

Fri 14 October: Dub poet Linton Kwesi Johnson
at Middlesbrough University.

Fri 4 November: Neville Staple, forerunner of ska
and former lead singer of The Specials at Cluny,

Newcastle

CALLING YOUNG
WOULD-BE WRITERS

We will do this as a partnership with Live Theatre, Newcastle,
initially via a playwriting course at the theatre, run by Live later
this year. This will be over 6-8 months, either eight sessions

running from 10am-4pm on a Saturday or 16 sessions running
from 6-9pm on an evening, to be confirmed. The age range would

be 16-25, and the students would be encouraged as part of the
course to write a one-act play and submit it to Live Theatre for

consideration once the course is completed. The funding is in
place so this will be free to the participants. We are aiming to

raise additional funds hopefully to  be able to invite guest playwrights
to talk to the group and for theatre tickets, and to be able to extend or

re-run the project with new students in the following year.

Our late friend Osa Omorogbe was an
actor, dancer, playwright and story-teller

who set up Shakers & Movers, a
predecessor organisation to Waka Waka

Africa North East.
In conjunction with his children Jane and Owen, and with mutual
friend and artist Peter Adegbie,  we are setting up an initiative in

Osa’s name to encourage and support young people in our
region of African-Caribbean heritage to develop their writing

interests and skills.

Anyone who wishes to register their initial interest on their own
behalf or on behalf of a young person, or to find out more should

contact David Faulkner at Waka Waka by 30 June at
wakawakaafricanortheast@sky.com

New Congolese band at Sage June 11th
Mbongwana Star is a newly formed 7-piece band from the

Democratic Republic of Congo and their debut  album From
Kinshasa was released in May. The band features Coco

Ngabali and Theo Nzonza of Staff Benda Bilili.
Don’t miss them at Sage Gateshead on Saturday 11 June,

supported by singer/musician Estère (right)

After sell-out performances in Shanghai, New York and at the
Edinburgh Festival, Apphia Campbell embarks on her debut UK tour.
Inspired by the life of Nina Simone, Black Is The Color Of My Voice, which

is at The Customs House, South Shields on Saturday 9 July, follows a
successful jazz singer and civil rights activist seeking redemption after the
untimely death of her father. She reflects on the journey that took her from
a young piano prodigy destined for a life in the service of the church, to a
renowned jazz vocalist at the forefront of the Civil Rights Movement. An
intense performance, including a powerful soundtrack of Simone hits.

BLACK IS THE COLOR OF MY VOICE



Jackson Reed and Robert Maseko are collaborating on a UK tour, with several
dates in our area. Jackson Reed is a South African music legend Soul - Reggae
– Jazz, who never left behind his origins of Mbaqanga ballad, the South African
flavor of township. He’s touring with Middlesbrough-based Robert Maseko the
rhythm King Congo - British, innovator of Rumba – Cuba style, with his sweet,

golden voice. From Kinshasa , Maseko moved to Johannesburg with the Kwasa
Kwasa Stars and played alongside Papa Wemba, Kofi Olomide and Hugh

Masekela, and later with Youssou N’Dour and George Benson.

CONNECTING THE NORTH: JACKSON REED + ROBERT MASEKO

Described as 'one of the true architects of Reggae', Toots & The Maytals  have been working together since the
1960s, and are a long established legend in the world of Reggae, even credited with having coined the term on
their 1968 single 'Do The Reggay'. They’re in Newcastle on 9 September at Stephenson Boilershop, behind the

Central Station.

Sat 18 June Doc Browns Middlesbrough   25 June (3pm) MIMA, Middlesbrough and 24 September at the
Marina pub, Saltburn. Then Friday 21 October at the famous Whitby Musicport international music festival.

YOLA CARTER  AT SUMMERTYNE AMERICANA FESTIVAL
The usual range of great performers will be feature from 22-24 July at Sage Gateshead for

this year’s Summertyne Americana Festival. http://www.sagegateshead.com/tour-
dates/summertyne-americana-festival-2016 You might especially like to book for Yola Carter,
a true force of nature and an incredibly talented singer-songwriter. The former Phantom Limb
frontwoman was raised on gospel and is a greatly in-demand singer and writer on the dance
scene However, country and soul has always been her true passion and she has now come

home musically to embark upon the latest chapter of her career as a solo artist.

MORE DATES FOR THE DAIRY - TOOTS AND THE MAYTALS AND LINTON KWESI JOHNSON

Waka Waka is bringing dub poet Linton Kwesi
Johnson to   Middlesbrough on 14 October as part of
Black History Month.  In 2002 he became the second
living poet, and the only black poet, to be published in

the  Penguin Modern Classics. His performance
poetry is recited over dub-reggae.

NEWS IN BRIEF
A bronze statue of Dr Martin Luther King has been commissioned by Newcastle

University to mark the 50th anniversary of his historic visit to the city. The commission
forms part of Freedom City 2017, an ambitious programme of events to celebrate the

American civil rights campaigner’s visit in 1967 to receive an honorary degree from the
university. See http://www.freedomcity2017.com/

Check out http://junglesjam.podbean.com/   A new weekly eclectic radio show with occasional band interviews
but lots of music, including much of African-Caribbean origin. www.radionorthumberland.co.uk

On 20 May Chi Onwurah, MP for Newcastle Central, hosted Hon Abike Dabiri Erewa
the Special Adviser to the President of the Federal Republic Of Nigeria on Diaspora &
Foreign Affairs at Newcastle University Business School. This took the form of a “town
hall meeting” at which Hon Abike met with members of the Nigerian diaspora in the
North East to hear their views and experiences and take their questions. She spoke of
the immense potential that lies in the diaspora and the President’s wish to engage with
the millions of Nigerians around the world, tapping into the human, material, intellectual

and financial resources that will play a critical role in Nigeria's future development.
Congratulations to The Jumpin’ Hot Club, whose sponsorship by DFDS Seaways won the Best Arts and Business partner-
ship prize at this year’s Journal Culture Awards - and to the Ladies of Midnight Blue who performed at the awards ceremony.
The sad passing of Muhammad Ali reminded us of his famous visit to Tyneside in 1977 He
was impressed by the warmth of his reception and was moved to say, “I’ve never been so
honoured, not in America itself by Government officials and authority”. Ali was received by
the Lord Mayor of Newcastle, at the Mansion House, visited the Mosque and the Grainger
Park Boxing Club to spar with the young boxers, was guest of honour at a charity dinner at

the Mayfair, and did a 50 minute televised interview at Eldon Square Leisure Centre. He then
visited nearby South Shields and its Yemeni community, one of the oldest Muslim communi-
ties in the UK - and his marriage was blessed in the town's mosque. The story is captured by

Newcastle-based film-maker Tina Gharavi in her 2008 film The King of South Shields.


