
FREE WRITING TASTER AND BURSARY
SCHEME FOR YOUNG PEOPLE IN OUR REGION

OF AFRICAN-CARIBBEAN HERITAGE
Waka Waka Africa North East and Live Theatre, Newcastle are teaming up to
create a great opportunity for young people aged 16-25 of African-Caribbean

origin in our region who might be interesting in trying their hand at writing –  as
a playwriting opportunity but for learning the principles of storytelling and

creative writing too – and it will be a fun experience, we guarantee!
The first taster for anyone who is interested will be at Live Theatre in the

autumn. It will be focused on drama and character creation, and will give basic
information about the rest of the programme.

After that there will be a taster session and recruitment day for the writers’
group/bursary on Saturday 14 January (time to be confirmed). The focus of this

session is to act as a more detailed introduction to the bursary and the skills that
will be learned during the course. This is aimed at the 16-25 age range. This

taster can accommodate up to 25 young people and from that we’ll select the 8
to be awarded the bursary (i.e. the free places for the full course).

The course itself will run from 25 January to 1 March on Wednesday evenings. At
the end there will be a celebratory event (including a sharing of the work

produced during the bursary).
To register your interest or find out more, email Degna Stone at Live Theatre

- degna@live.org.uk
The course is an initiative of Waka Waka Africa North East in the name of our

late friend Osa Omorogbe. Osa was an actor, dancer, playwright and story-teller
from Nigeria who came to live in Newcastle and set up Shakers & Movers, from

which Waka Waka grew.
The funding is in place so this is free to the participants. We can give some help
with transport costs too. In addition, we’re aiming to raise additional funds to be
able to invite guest playwrights to talk to the group and for free theatre tickets
for those taking part, and to be able to extend or re-run the project with new

students in the following year.
There will be a certificate of achievement given to everyone who takes the

course, and additionally for those interested in Arts Awards accreditation it may
be possible for the course to be recognised as part of your portfolio.

http://www.artsaward.org.uk/site/?id=64
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