
Waka Waka Africa North East is an organisation based in the North
East of England celebrating and promoting African and Caribbean

music and culture.  www.wakawakaafricanortheast.com
Contact us with details of local events, CVs of artists, and check out

our What’s On section.
E:wakawakaafricanortheast@sky.com

https://twitter.com/WakaWakaAfNE
WHAT’S ON IN THE REGION - Spring 2017

Fri 24 March: KAYSHA at Mono Club, Newcastle
Tues 28 March: KUSOMA, our African-Caribbean book

club, 6.30 Newcastle City Library. See page 2.
Fri 31 Mar: DIANE SHAW - Hoochie Coochie, Newcastle
Sun 2 April: RICHARD BONA / ALFRED RODRIGUES
TRIO / SHABAK HUTCHINS AND THE ANCESTORS - a

Sage Gateshead Jazz Festival event. See page 2
      Thursday 6 April - KHAKI SUIT AND TINGS - Reggae

night at Hoochie Coochie Club, Newcastle
Thurs 13 April: CHAINSKA BRASSIKA - Think Tank,

Newcastle; ska/roots reggae
Tues 25 April: THE 100 VOICES OF GOSPEL show -

Newcastle City Hall - see page 3
Sat 29 April: RUBY TURNER - Alnwick Playhouse

Sun 30 April: MICHAEL KIWANKA - Sage Gateshead
Fri 12 May: THE REAL THING, Longlands Club,

Middlesbrough
May 26 - 29: HARAMBEE PASADIA  festival- see below

Sat 27 May: ORCHESTRE POLY-RHYTHMO -
Sage Gateshead - see below and page 2

Wed 7 June: REGINALD D HUNTER - comedy at Tyne
Theatre - also at Gala Theate, Durham on Wed 14 June

Fri 16 June: CHASTITY BROWN - Cluny, Newcastle

 THE GREAT ORCHESTRE POLY-RHYTHMO IS COMING!

Get along to Queens Hall, Hexham by March 22nd to see
Hairstyles and Headdresses - the first UK exhibition of Nigerian

photographer J.D ‘Okhai Ojeikere. Featuring 50 black and white
photographic prints, this is a rare opportunity to encounter an artist

widely regarded as one of the most important photographers to
emerge from Africa in the last sixty years. Using both street and
studio photography, Ojeikere has fastidiously documented the
many different fashions and nuanced meanings of his subject
matter. These ever-evolving designs symbolised key life events

such as weddings or birthdays, and often denoted social status –
with unique family hairstyles passed down through generations.

Help us bring great new reggae work to the area. This is a musical
story-telling performance project being put together by Maurice Dezou

for Waka Waka, supported by words/film, taking audiences on a journey
to appreciate the essence of reggae, on a timeline of 1950s - 1980s, its
importance in African-Caribbean culture/heritage, its place in the social

and political context of the time and its contribution to the development of
the music scene in Britain.

  It will feature renowned dub reggae master Dennis Bovell, the band
Stone Roots and poets Benjamin Zephaniah and Linton Kwesi Johnson.
Funding is being sought for the project - can you help us get this great

show on the road?
 http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/a-story-of-reggae-in-the-uk

In conjunction with Jazz Café, Waka Waka is bringing the renowned Tunde Jegede to Newcastle
on 12th July at the Black Swan, Newcastle Arts Centre, Westgate Rd – mark the date! Tunde is a
21st century renaissance man who bridges African and European musical traditions, a celebrated-
kora player, cellist and composer, whose soul-stirring music blends the ebb and flow of traditional

kora-playing with his own dynamic contemporary compositions. Supported on the night by the
songs of young local rising star Victor Yugire. Tickets soon from http://www.newcastle-arts-

centre.co.uk/thejazzcafe/

ANOTHER FANTASTIC LINE-UP

 through food, music,
workshops and more

in Barnard Castle,
County Durham,

headlined this year
by kora star Seckou
Kaita and by Black
Voices - see page 2

It’s the annual Afro-fusion celebration of diversityOne of the greatest-ever African bands
bring their mix of afrobeat,  rumba,
soukous and Afro-Cuban rhythms to

Sage Gateshead on May 27.
Orchestre Poly-Rhythmo from Benin
have five decades of great music to

share. See page 2 for more.



Organised by Newcastle-based musicians Hannabiell Sanders and Yilis del Carmen Suriel,
Harambee Pasadia North East: 5th Annual Afro-fusion Music & Camping Festival is a family
extravaganza in celebration of diverse cultures, foods, music, artists, and the fusions of the African
diaspora. It is a weekend full of cultural and educational experiences for the whole family, which
brings together local and national musicians, dancers, wellbeing experts, cultural practitioners, and

food vendors to create an atmosphere that celebrates the African Diaspora in the North East.
As well as performances by a multitude of artists including Sekou Keita, Black Voices and an Afro
Fusion Ceilidh Band, several interactive workshops will also be on offer at the TCR Hub in the town.

Different arts from West African drumming to salsa dancing, yoga, and Capoeira will also be available
as well as a wel-being area offering massage therapy, hair braiding and gong baths and activities
such as BMX, high ropes, canoeing, paddle boarding and wood carving. A new space called

speakers’ corner where a series of conversation, presentation and life skills building activities based
around social justice and unity will also be held. The four-day family camping extravaganza is

available to all ages and under fives go free.
Tickets - harambeepasadia.com/tickets.html check out Harambee Pasadia on Facebook and Twitter.

Shabaka Hutchins and The Ancestors Shabaka Hutchins, the saxophonist behind Sons of
Kemet, presents his new collaboration with The Ancestors. Their debut album Wisdom of Elders

was recorded in a single day with a group of South African jazz musicians Shabaka has long
admired from his numerous trips to South Africa, led by trumpeter Mandla Mlangeni. Going
beyond the jazz greats Hutchins cites, influences are drawn from plenty of other sources:

Caribbean calypso, central African song structures and Southern African Nguni music.
http://www.sagegateshead.com/event/gijf-17-afro-cuban-triple-bill-richard-bona-mandekan-cubano-alfredo-

rodriguez-shabaka-hutchins-and-t/

Richard Bona’s Mandekan Cubano - Richard Bona is known as “The African Sting”
and is a supremely gifted bassist with an exquisite voice like no other. He explores the

alchemy of African rhythms in Cuba. Originally from Cameroon, he explores the alchemy
of African rhythms of Cuba. His latest project melds together a variety of roots music

from Africa, South America and Cuba. Bona brings a six-piece Cuban band.
Alfredo Rodriguez Trio - Mentored by Quincy Jones, the prodigiously talented young
Cuban pianist is rapidly amassing international plaudits, reflected in his standout
performance as a special guest on the BBC Proms tribute to Quincy Jones in August

2016, in which Richard Bona also appeared.

JAZZ AFRICA / JAZZ CUBA - TRIPLE BILL Sunday 2nd April brings  a concert to Sage Gateshead that charts a jazz
journey from South and West Africa to the latin jazz of Cuba – featuring three of today’s stellar international jazz performers

Their new album was finished  last year and opens a new chapter in the history of
the Poly-Rythmo. These ten songs feature compositions by Vincent Ahehehinnou,
and also by historic members Loko Pierre and Gustave Bentho. The band went

back to the Satel Studio, one of the most legendary studios of the African continent
to put down the record. It is where the history of the band was written, when the

Poly-Rythmo invented afrobeat at the same time as Fela Kuti who they often played
with in Lagos and Cotonou. An instant Afrobeat classic, Madjafalao (be careful)

sets the tone of this generous record.
http://www.sagegateshead.com/event/orchestre-poly-rythmo/

The creator of a unique and fascinating sound, the Poly-Rythmo is one of Africa’s biggest orchestras, for whom the term
polyrhythm is not used in vain. The author of hundreds of recordings, they are one of the continent’s most prolific and after five
decades, they are also the oldest active African orchestra. The Orchestre used influences originating from traditional Beninese
music, American soul and funk, Nigerian afrobeat, Congolese rumba, Ghanaian high-life, French pop and Afro-Cuban rhythms
and combine them with lyrics that broach subjects such as the evolution of Beninese society and its ills, as well as the

complexities of love. Despite strong competition from the other formations of the Beninese music scene, the Poly-Rythmo rapidly
rose to the top of the modern African orchestras. From 1969 to the mid-1980’s, the orchestra published  dozens of albums.

ORCHESTRE POLY-RYTHMO - SAGE GATESHEAD, SATURDAY 27 MAY - DON’T MISS IT !

Harambee Pasadia Music and Dance Camping Festival - Friday May 26 to Monday May 29,
based out of The Hub in Barnard Castle, County Durham



NEWS
The fourth biennial national Platforma Festival, bringing together artists, organisations, policy makers, academics and the
public to discuss and celebrate the arts by, with and about refugees and migrants will take place in the North East of England
this year between 18th and 29th November, designed to coincide with Freedom City 2017. Managed by Counterpoints Arts, this
is a national and international event that will also have a strong local and regional focus. Featuring workshops, talks and
practice sharing as well as showcases of exceptional work across all art forms. http://www.platforma.org.uk/
And on the subject of “Freedom City” - the programme marking the 50th anniversary of Dr Martin Luther
King’s visit to Newcastle and his award of an honorary degree by Newcastle University - check out the
website for details of the events that are being put into place - http://freedomcity2017.com/events/

Award-winning British-Nigerian playwright Ade Solanke (left) has a new production of
her first play “Man about the House” in preparation.  It's about a mother struggling to
stop her son going off on a revenge mission, after his friend has been hurt in gang
violence. Ade’s production company Spora Stories is preparing a full production for
autumn of this year this year, kicking off at Arcola Theatre in London and then touring
to four cities, including Newcastle. We look forward to this and will help promote it, as
we did for her excellent play “Pandora’s Box” performed in Newcastle a couple of
years ago. Watch this space for details.

A former slave who became one of the most powerful voices of the abolitionist movement is to
honoured with a commemorative heritage plaque in Newcastle. Frederick Douglass, who was
born into slavery on an American plantation, became famous in the 19th Century in the fight for civil
rights. And he stayed for a time at a house in Summerhill Grove, Newcastle, whose owner had
raised the £150 cost of the escaped slave’s freedom 170 years ago.
Now the house, where he was a guest of Quakers Henry and Anna Richardson, is set to have a
blue plaque which will return to the spotlight the often-forgotten support given in Newcastle to the
civil rights movement. The Richardsons were a huge part of the story. The anti-slavery fight was
just one of the social causes to which the couple devoted their time. Others included the peace
campaign, education of the poor and the temperance movement.

It’s great news that Newcastle’s talented young rapper Kema Sikazwe has been
shortlisted (Best Newcomer) in The Journal Culture Awards - coming on the back of the
film “I, Daniel Blake” (in which he featured) winning the BAFTA for Best British Film of
the Year. Kema, a self-taught musician, is a singer-songwriter who performs gigs and
releases music under his stage name of Kema Kay.
Kema turned his life around with the help of music and a local youth club. His parents
had split up when he was young then his mother died and he poured his feelings into
lyrics. “Music gave me a purpose,” he said. He credits the Chat Trust in Arthur’s Hill, a
youth project for 13 to 21-year-olds, with helping to steer him onto another path.
And, after famous director Ken Loach heard his inspiring story, he offered the 23-year-
old a part in the film which everybody is now talking about. Kema played Daniel Blake’s
next-door neighbour China in the Palme d’Or winner, which has won widespread critical
acclaim. On the back of its success Kema even finds himself getting spotted in the
street !

Read more at - http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/whats-on/film-news/rags-riches-23-year-old-12159253

The Gospel Show “The 100 Voices of Gospel”  is at
Newcastle City Hall on 24th April.  Since 1998, 100
Voices of Gospel has travelled across the world
sharing its passion, faith and love for gospel with
captivated audiences.
 The popularity of this excellent choir continues to grow and it has become one of the
most famous in the world. Speaking about the UK dates the choir’s producer Jean-
Baptiste Guyon said: “It is a great honour for "The 100 Voices of Gospel" to sing in
England."The 100 Voices of Gospel" is more than a simple concert and it's more than
just a choir. It is above all a great show (the biggest tour in Europe with 130 people on
the road) that combines singing, music and dance.“

Above: Ken Loach, Director of “I,
Daniel Blake”



An update on adopted Geordie Lulu James - the Tanzanian born singer songwriter moved to South
Shields at six years old where she developed her charismatic Geordie accent. In 2015 she joined

top 10 duo Gorgon City on their world tour as their lead vocalist.  Over the last 18 months, she has
received outstanding reviews from The Guardian & On Stage Review for her vocal talents. She has
performed on globally renowned stages including Coachella, Glastonbury and London’s O2 arena.

The latest great vocals from Lulu are on Moot Boots@ “Tear My Heart”
https://youtu.be/HkURJR8U3o8  - described as “21st Century soul, an eerie, evocative and distinc-
tive sound, wrapped around the sultry vocals of Lulu James”. And listen to hear great song “Falling”

from last year: http://uk.complex.com/music/2016/09/premiere-lulu-james-falling.
http://www.lulujamesmusic.com/music.html

JOIN OUR
BOOK
CLUB !

All welcome - you just need to go in  before the 28th and ask at the information desk for a copy from the
set for the  Kusoma African book club (the name of the librarian supporting us is Barbara Bravey) - you
don’t even have to be member of the library to borrow the book and join us.

Pauline Plummer Hughes runs Kusoma , our Waka Waka African-Caribbean book
club in conjunction with the North of England African Community Association

(NEEACA) at Newcastle City Library. The book for the next discussion on March 28th

(Room 4, Level 3, at 5.30pm) is 'Butterfly Fish' by Irenosen Okojie, a Nigerian born
writer, which “combines elements of traditional Nigerian story telling and magic realism

in a  multigenerational tale of the legacy of inheritance.”

PHENOMENAL WOMAN by Maya Angelou
Pretty women wonder where my secret lies.
I’m not cute or built to suit a model’s size
But when I start to tell them,
They think I’m telling lies.
I say - It’s in the reach of my arms,
The span of my hips,
The stride of my step,
The curl of my lips.
I’m a woman
Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman,  That’s me.
I walk into a room
Just as cool as you please,
And to a man,
The fellows stand or
Fall down on their knees.

Then they swarm around me,
A hive of honey bees.
I say – It’s the fire in my eyes,
And the flash of my teeth,
The swing in my waist,
And the joy in my feet.
I’m a woman
Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman, That’s me.
Men themselves have wondered
What they see in me.
They try so much
But they can’t touch
My inner mystery.
When I try to show them,
They say they still can’t see.
I say - It’s in the arch of my back,
The sun of my smile,

The ride of my breasts,
The grace of my style.
I’m a woman
Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman, That’s me.
Now you understand
Just why my head’s not bowed.
I don’t shout or jump about
Or have to talk real loud.
When you see me passing,
It ought to make you proud.
I say - It’s in the click of my heels,
The bend of my hair,
the palm of my hand,
The need for my care.
’Cause I’m a woman
Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman, That’s me.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY WAS ON MARCH 8TH

Born in Hammersmith, Sade moved to Nigeria, then got her  BA in Business Management at university
in America, then it was back to Nigeria, then London and then to the North East for a job at an
accountancy agency in Hartlepool. Cultures CIC was formed by Sade as a Community Interest

Company (CIC) in 2007. Based in Stockton-on-Tees, Cultures CIC works with individuals and groups
from BME, immigrant and refugee communities to improve social, economic and cultural inclusion and
build social cohesion. She runs magnificent award schemes to recognise achievement among these

communities, a Cultures Cafe, and the annual “Taste of Africa” celebration.

ONE OF OUR OWN PHENOMENAL WOMEN - SADE SANGOWAWA OF CULTURES CIC

The company is involved in a number of long and short term community projects - Improve employability; Promote equality;
Break down barriers; Improve access to services and Delivering awareness-raising seminars and conferences. Read more
about Sade and CIC here: http://www.gazettelive.co.uk/business/business-news/sade-sangowawa-you-come-here-11226515

Formed in Mali in 2015, Les Amazones d’Afrique is an all-female collective of some of West Africa’s most
influential artists. Through their music, which champions everything from R&B, soul and dub to the  griot
tradition – the group seeks to raise awareness of violence against women, sexual abuse, unequal access to
land or education and female genital mutilation (FGM). Among the members of the eight woman-strong
supergroup – both established musicians and newcomers – are legendary Malian griotte singer Kandia
Kouyaté,  Nigerian songwriter Nneka, Angélique Kidjo from Benin and Mariam Doumbia of Grammy-
nominated Malian duo Amadou & Mariam , who met at Mali’s Institute for the Young Blind. The group
has just released their genre-spanning debut album “République Amazone”

Teakisi (pronounced Tee-ki-si) creates a space for English/French speaking African women to empower and celebrate each
other, and to unite through their stories. A Teakisi woman has many names: Mukadzi in Shona, Obinrin in Yoruba, Umugore in
Kinyarwanda, Daaku in Luo, Aberu in Ateso, Minga in Beti, the list is endless. Teakisi women are vibrant and empowered

Africans, with a love to empower others. Teakisi shares the voices of these African women. See more at http://teakisi.com/


