
Waka Waka Africa North East is an organisation based in the
North East of England celebrating and promoting African and

Caribbean music and culture.
www.wakawakaafricanortheast.com

Contact us with details of local events, CVs of artists, and check
out our What’s On section.

E:wakawakaafricanortheast@sky.com
WHAT’S ON IN THE REGION - Early 2018

Thurs 18 Jan: CROSSINGS BAND - World Music Band at
Cluny, Newcastle https://thecluny.com/listing/the-crossings-band/

Fri 19 Jan:  KING HAMMOND &  Rude Boy Mafia  Longlands Club,
Middlesbrough - classic reggae and ska

https://www.seetickets.com/event/king-hammond-the-rude-boy-
mafia/the-longlands-club/1174831

Sat 20 Jan: N E of England African Community Association
New Year Party at St Teresa’s Church Hall, Heaton Rd,

Newcastle  NE6 5JT. Live band, food, DJ reggae. Free family
event - bring food or small donation. Booking - 07950 717406
Sat 20 Jan: ROYAL SOUNDS  plus Seth + Georgia & Glen

Calculus. Cobalt Studios, Newcastle - reggae and ska
http://www.cobaltstudios.co.uk/event/2018/1/20/royal-sounds-rum-reggae

Sat 27 Jan: K.O.G. and the ZONGO BAND - Afrobeat at Cobalt
Studios, Newcastle; with Smokin’ Coconuts

http://www.cobaltstudios.co.uk/event/winter-tickets-247124

Thursday 1 February - KHAKI SUIT AND TINGS - Reggae night
at Hoochie Coochie Club, Newcastle. Free !

http://www.hoochiecoochie.co.uk/event/khaki-suit-tings-2/

Tues 6  February KUSOMA, our African-Caribbean book club,
5.30pm Newcastle City Library. See page 3

      Fri 9 February :   NATACHA ATLAS at Arc Stockton,
Egyptian-British singer , ex Transglobal Underground

http://arconline.co.uk/whats-on/music/natacha-atlas

Thurs 15 - Sat 17 Feb : “BLACK MEN WALKING” - Northern
Stage, Newcastle - see left

https://www.northernstage.co.uk/Event/black-men-walking

Sat 17 Feb: THE HEMPOLICS at Cluny, Newcastle - “Best new
reggae band on the planet” Chris Hawkins, BBC

https://thecluny.com/listing/the-hempolics/

20-24 Feb: HAMLET - the RSC at Northern Stage - starring
rising star PAAPA ESSIEDU in the title role, music by Sola

Akingbola and movement by Mbuelo Ndabeni
https://www.northernstage.co.uk/Event/royal-shakespeare-company-hamlet
Tues 22 Feb: CHOUK BWA LIBÈTE, song, drums, poetry

from Haiti with West African roots - Sage Gateshead
http://www.sagegateshead.com/event/chouk-bwa-libete/

Fri 2 March: THE WAILERS at Newcastle O2 Academy - see left
https://academymusicgroup.com/o2academynewcastle/events/1052391/wailers-tickets

Fri 13 April: THE DUALERS, top reggae & ska band, Longlands
Club, Middlesbrough; also Cluny, Newcastle on Sat 14 April

Sat 21 April: TOKO TELO, featuring D’Gary, Regis Gizavo ,       vo-
cals of  Monika Njava, three stars of Madagascan music. Sage

Gatesheadhttp://www.sagegateshead.com/event/toko-tele/
Wed 9 May: PHOENIX DANCE COMPANY, Northern Stage –see left

The line-up today looks a little different than it did since Bob died in 1981, but
many current members have familial ties to the original members.  The Wailers
live proves to be an even more spiritual experience, due to the reggae music’s
close ties to Rastafarianism. Lead singer Josh Barrett says “It’s (reggae music’s)
onset was a propagation of the Rastafarian message, so it’s very much one and
the same; it has a cultural side that is just dance and feel good, reggae music  —

especially The Wailers’ music — is definitely Rastafari.”
The Wailers are at Newcastle’s O2 Academy on Friday 2nd March.

https://academymusicgroup.com/o2academynewcastle/events/1052391/wailers-tickets

Maybe they should have cancelled, but they needed the walk. Out in the
Peaks, they find themselves forced to walk backwards through 2000 years
of hidden Black history in Britain, before they can begin to move forwards.
An Eclipse Theatre Company + Royal Exchange Theatre co-production,

this is the first national tour born from  Revolution Mix – a three year move-
ment that will spearhead the  largest ever national delivery of Black British

stories. It’s inspired by the Black Men’s Walking Group, and is a
compelling, constantly surprising show that turns a spotlight on Britain’s

missing histories. See it at Northern Stage from 15th to 17th February.

BLACK MEN
WALKING

Thomas, Matthew and Richard walk. They
walk the first Saturday of every month.

Walking and talking. But this walk…

It’s been 36 years since Bob Marley passed away,
but his band The Wailers is still going strong. In
fact, it was Marley’s dying request that the band

keep the music alive.

THE WAILERS ARE
STILL GOING STRONG !

Phoenix Dance’s thrilling new dance piece
celebrates the 70th anniversary of SS
Empire Windrush’s arrival, bringing the
first Caribbean migrants to the UK. The
work is a lively celebration of the rise of

multicultural Britain with an uplifting mix of
calypso, jazz, blues, gospel and reggae.

Phoenix rising on 9 May
at Northern Stage
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Waka Waka’s project “A Story of Reggae in Britain” drew an appreciative
audience of 200 to Sage Two last month, with the mix of music and film
(interviews and archive) presented and performed by dub reggae legend

Dennis Bovell and his band being an experimental combination.
The production, co-created by Maurice Dezou, is being  finessed ahead of its

second airing in late spring at Liverpool’s Philharmonic Hall. Our thanks to
Arts Council England for their support with the project.

On December 5th 1846 a remarkable set of papers were filed in Baltimore County (Maryland, USA). The
papers gave the abolitionist and escaped slave Frederick Douglass freedom from his American owner

Thomas Auld. These documents actually began life far from Baltimore and were the result of the activities
of a committed group of Quaker abolitionists from Newcastle.

After fleeing from slavery in 1838 Frederick Douglass became a preacher and anti-slavery activist in
Massachusetts. With the publication of his memoir Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An

American Slave in 1845 Douglass gained international prominence and embarked on a tour of Britain to
drum up support for the abolition of slavery in the US. It was during this tour that Douglass met Ellen,

Anna  Henry Richardson, North-East Quakers who had been anti-slavery activists for a number of years.
The international fame which his book and anti-slavery activism brought led to concerns for Douglass and his acquaintances that
Auld would attempt to re-enslave him as soon as he returned to the US. In response Anna and Ellen announced to a meeting of

activists in Edinburgh on 29th October 1846 that they planned to raise the money to legally free Douglass.
By drawing on their religious and reforming networks the two Tyneside women were able to raise the funds incredibly quickly and by

the 20th November national newspapers were already reporting on the success of the venture. Later in the same month the
Richardson’s’ contacted a group of Bostonian abolitionist lawyers to complete the transaction on their behalf and on the 5th Decem-

ber Auld received £150 in exchange for the manumission of Douglass.
On February 26th (check our website/facebook pages for confirmation of details) Newcastle City Council plan to mark this amazing

story with a heritage plaque at the former home of the Richardsons in the west end of the city.

Unsung Sheroes & Heroes of Afrikan Heritage
Dynamix Skatepark in Gateshead, has been celebrating the lives and

achievements of  sheroes and heroes of African heritage, giving context and
inspiration for the work of artists and activists engaged in challenging racism today.

An exhibition (lead curator Layla Gaye) runs to 31 May at Dynamix - (see
http://www.dynamixcic.org/unsung/) and includes large-scale mural portraits of
African heritage people by artist Dreph, as well as rotating art installations,

projections and educational panels bringing to light less known stories.

Towards the end of last year, Sunderland-based international charity BOOK AID FOR AFRICA (BAFA) celebrated its 10th

anniversary. BAFA is committed to providing African schools, colleges and universities with good quality text books. These books
help give children and young people in the remotest parts of Africa a better future.

BAFA’s Founder and Chairperson Elewechi Ngozi Modupe Okike says “Education is the key to developing countries. We work with
reputable agencies in Africa to identify areas of need and coordinate the distribution of shipments. We appoint representatives
throughout the UK to coordinate the collection and packaging of books and other educational resources for shipment.

During our first decade, we sent over 250,000 educational books to different countries in Africa. These books have been used
to equip desolate libraries across all levels of education in Africa, and have made a substantial contribution to the quality of

educational  provision in different African communities”.

Every penny received is spent on making a difference to the lives of Africa’s children and students. All of the UK team are
volunteers. BAFA has no paid staff, nor does it pay fundraisers to act for it. It hires vans to collect books from various locations
across the country and to transport them to the warehouse in Sunderland where volunteers sort and store the books ahead of

transportation. If you’d like to help, or find out how you can assist then check out www.bookaidforafrica.com, call 07504 621835 or
email enquiries@bookaidforafrica.com. You can donate by bank transfer to Lloyds Bank, Sort Code: 30-93-43, Account Number:

02731156, Account Name: Book Aid for Africa; or you can donate up to £10 by texting BAFA22 10 to 70070.

BOOK AID FOR AFRICA IS MAKING A REAL DIFFERENCE
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We were delighted with the success of the GBEN/Write project last year, with Newcastles’ Live
Theatre delivering the idea by Waka Waka and part-funded by the friends and family of the late Osa

Omorogbe. Now Live have been given a grant from the Andrew Lloyd Webber Foundation to continue
this work providing weekly career development, mentoring and support sessions lasting over 6 months
for young writers aged 16 – 25 of Afro Caribbean origin.   - great news ! Details will be available soon.

“Words are Water Springs” is a new collection of poems by the North East’s Peter Adegbie
who describes himself as “Pastor/Entrepreneur/Writer/Filmmaker passionate about cultures,

performance poetry, Jazz/classical/R&B music & the eloquence of solitude”
Reviewing the collection, Jack Mapange (celebrated Malawian writer and poet, and former

Senior Lecturer in Creative Writing at Newcastle University) says:
"Peter Adegbie’s collection starts with a powerful and memorable invocation to the gods of his
homeland. The rest are the poet’s cry for the innocent girls of Nigeria unkindly abducted by

senseless Boko Haram, howls to the west for rationality in the treatment of refugees in  Calais
covering the topics that embarrass the selfish “civilised” community today. Throughout this

poetry the bones of the dead weep for sanity in a world which has become self-centred, a “talk-
ing drum without a drumming stick”. Line is piled upon line, image upon image, the  result an

incredible energy,which is poured out on every page – these are delightful poems."
https://www.poetrybooks.co.uk/products/words-are-water-springs-by-peter-adegbie

STORYTELLER
Her wealth flows as a river,
Into patched mortal vessels;
Ageless treasures are polished
In the sweetness of her lips
Her words are water springs
That shower my heart
She rows me on a journey
With her tongue.
I am captured in the tale
She unfolds until,
She becomes my story.
Her eyes are impenetrable,
Her laughter a parable …
Music beyond price,
She ignites my darkness.

Kusoma is the African-Caribbean Book Club created by
Waka Waka and the North East of England African
Community  Association, and supported by Newcastle
Libraries. Our next book to borrow, read and discuss is
The Gurugu Pledge by Juan Tomás Ávila Laurel from
Equatorial Guinea, now living in Spain. All welcome -
just call into the central city library to borrow a copy of

the book (mention the book club and you will be directed
to where the books are), then join us on the night. The
reading group will meet to discuss it on Tuesday 6
February, 5.30-6.45pm – usually room 7 on level 6 but

check the library screens for any change.

         BENJAMIN ZEPHANIAH is at Sage Gateshead on June 9th - book early !
http://www.sagegateshead.com/event/benjamin-zephaniah/

He befriended Nelson Mandela, fought in the 1980s race riots and recorded radical and relevant reggae music with Bob Marley’s former
band. Benjamin Zephaniah was unable to read and write at school but became one of Britain’s most remarkable poets. And now he’s back

with his first tour in eight years, to coincide with his remarkable autobiography, The Life And Rhymes Of Benjamin Zephaniah. In a
compelling and inspiring show, Zephaniah will explain how he fought injustice and discrimination to lead a remarkable life, while sharing a
selection of favourite stories and poems. Signed copies of The Life and Rhymes of Benjamin Zephaniah will be available after the show.

https://benjaminzephaniah.com/
Benjamin was featured on film in Waka Waka’s

recent production “A Story of Reggae in Britain” and
has also performed on stage in our region with
Dennis Bovell. “Revolutionary Minds” is his latest

album and showcases a new revolutionary approach
to music and poetry. Available on iTunes, on Spotify,

and as a real CD from your local record shop.

PETER ADEBGIE’S LATEST POETRY COLLECTION
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About “The Gurugu Pledge” - On Mount Gurugu,
overlooking the Spanish enclave of Melilla on the North

African coast, desperate migrants gather before
attempting to scale the city’s walls and gain asylum on

European soil.
Inspired by first-hand accounts, Juan Tomás Ávila
Laurel has written an urgent novel, by turns funny and
sad, bringing a distinctly African perspective to a major

issue of our time. For further information about
Kusoma contact Pauline Hughes -
pauline.sonnet@blueyonder.co.uk

LITERATURE



Bev and Terri are the “Rastafaries” and run a business out of Sunniside that sells all things rastafarian reggae and African.
The “Rastafairies” began as a name and an idea after travelling and spending time in Jamaica. They say “inspired by reggae
music and our love of the colours and their symbolism, we wanted to make Rastafarian and African merchandise more

accessible, particularly at home in the North East. Since the beginning we have been building a strong “grass roots” approach,
getting out to festivals and reggae gigs and hopefully spreading a positive message of Love and Respect for each other and

the environment. Our main aim is to uphold and spread the spiritual message of One Love, One Heart and One People.”
Bev and Terri have been working on buying from sources in Africa, with a
range of clothing and jewellery being handmade - see Bambalie Camara,

Bubacarr Camara, Bakary Sanneh and Rosalie Colley in the artists section .
They also have a range of fair trade jewellery from Peru”.

Why not take a look at the great range of merchandise at
https://rastafairies.co.uk/ and keep an eye on our events section, facebook

page or twitter profile to see which festivals and gigs they’ll be at.

“Beauty of Rwanda” is a not-for-profit jewellery and home décor organisation founded in Newcastle on the principle of
economic  empowerment to women and girls of Rwanda. In 1994, close to 1 million people were slaughtered in less than 100

days during the horrifying Rwandan genocide. The country was devastated in all aspects of life; many children were left
orphaned, wives without husbands, families without sons and daughters and those that survived were raped and infected

with HIV and then left to pick up pieces in their once happy country. The social and economic effects of the genocide rippled
through the nation and still have an impact in the present day. Households affected by HIV/AIDS are at risk of falling into
poverty and close to 14% of rural dwellers live in conditions of extreme poverty. Today in Rwanda, genocide widows are

weaving baskets alongside the wives of war criminals, forging their own path to reconciliation.

Rwandan-born Salha Kaitesi moved to the UK in 2000.  A few years later, she returned to her native country for a holiday
and to visit relatives. A visit to the local market proved life-changing. While browsing the local produce and speciality

traditional weaving in search for souvenirs to gift to friends in the UK, Salha had an uncharacteristically strong compulsion to
find out about the craftswomen who had made these beautiful products. A local shopkeeper advised her that the seller would

be dropping off the next order in two days’ time- so Salha got up bright and early and made sure she was there on time to
meet Christine for the first time. A few days later, Salha made the long journey out to Christine’s village, to hear more about

the stories behind the beautifully bold jewellery and bowls, carefully and lovingly crafted in riotous colours.
Back in the UK, Salha came back with a plan. It took quite a while to start to gain enough trust to build her online selling

platform, but Salha started to make a lot of noise! In her first year of business she was nominated for and won 3 awards. By
selling to friends and family, her business and reputation began to grow. And the organisation began to broaden its support

from purely financial, to developing skills, education and further growth among this Rwandan community.
Today, Beauty of Rwanda is supporting Christine and nearly 60 other women, who sustain a community of around 200.

Check out the range of beautiful products at http://www.beautyofrwanda.com/

BEV and Terri - Our local “Rastafaries”

SAMPLE THE BEAUTY OF RWANDA

Based in a craft studio in Gateshead, Tamiah Designs is
the brainchild of Kouassi Gaelle, a French Ivorian African
textile crafter. Born in Paris, she spent most of her child-
hood in the Ivory Coast, West Africa, moving back to

France to finish her studies in engineering.
After moving to the UK Gaelle decided to explore her love
of African textiles by opening up her own textile craft busi-
ness. The growing range covers what she describes as
authentic African textiles, funky stationery and crafts.

Check it out for yourself - http://www.tamiahdesigns.com/

TAMIAH FOR
TOP DESIGNS
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